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Putting kids 
to the 'test' 


A FEW WEEKS AGO, the Oh So Feisty One, along with 
all the public school third-graders in the city, took the 
dreaded English test, which determines promotion to 
fourth grade. 

The poor kids. That’s an awful lot of pressure for 8-year olds. 
Even OSFO’s teacher thinks these high-stakes test are wrong- 
headed. 

“They’ve never taken tests before. They don’t even know how 
to fill in the bubbles,” this 
very experienced public 
school teacher told Smart- 
mom. Indeed, she hates to 
“teach to the test,” and feels 
for her stressed-out young 
charges. 

And so does Smartmom. 


SMART 
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By Louise Crawford 


These third-graders are just unwitting pawns being moved 
around a board by politicians. 

And who, besides Schools Chancellor Joel Klein and Mayor 
Bloomberg, believes that holding kids back is such a great idea? 
A study done by the Consortium on Chicago School Research 
found that initially, third-graders who were held back performed 
better than failing students who were promoted to fourth grade. 
But after a year, the students who were held back performed 

At PS 321, third-grade parents got so worked up they needed 
extra Paxil in their morning latte at the Connecticut Muffin 
across the street. 

A ND THIS BEING Park Slope, there was even a special 
session conducted by a local psychologist called, “Big 
Worries . . . Little Worries: Helping Your Child Handle 
Stress,” in the PS 321 auditorium. According to one of the organ- 
izers, “Parents found it very helpful to understand the different 
kinds of stress children experience and some of the simple things 
they can do to help children manage. It certainly helped de-stress 
parents too!” 

After the workshop, some second-grade parents, suffering 
from anticipatory anxiety, were engaged in excessive bubblewrap 
popping, a proven method of stress-reduction. Others were seen 
ordering cups of Sleepy Time tea at ConMuffCo and repeating 

See TESTING OUR KIDS on page <None> 


LAMBDA DEBATE HAS CANDIDATES CALLING FOR DUBYA'S HEAD 

IMPEACH BUSH! 



Leave ’em laughing 


Sen. Hillary Clinton joins Jamie and Marty Markowitz at the Beep's inaugural coronation last week at Brooklyn Tech 
in Fort Greene. Markowitz began his second term in high style, with marching bands, toasts, roasts and a feast 
fit for Kings. For a report on the raucous event — which was televised live — see Brooklyn Briefs on page 1 3. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

President Bush must be impeached — or, at least, question- 
ed really, really intensely. Or maybe just choked to death. 

The Lambda Independent Democrats’ candidates fomm — 
which focused mainly on issues important to the lesbian and gay 
community — veered into presidential politics last week when an 
audience member demanded to know which of the five Congres- 
sional candidates favored removing President Bush from office. 

In this liberal crowd, candidates competed to see who favored 
harsher treatment of the president. 

“I support impeachment,” said Chris Owens, who is hoping to 
succeed his father, Rep. Major Owens (D-Crown Heights). 

“By his own admission, he violated the law [by authorizing 
the surveillance of Americans]. He has dared us — he has dared 
us! — to define his violations as a high crime and misdemeanor.” 

Owens had initiated the debate earlier in the week by calling 
for impeachment, citing the “Bush administration’s flagrant and 
arrogant disregard for laws designed to prevent abuses of execu- 

During his turn, Owens’s main rival for the seat, Councilman 
David Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights), said, “The scope of this 
president’s contempt for basic civil liberties is truly breathtak- 
ing.” But instead of impeachment, Yassky favors a “Resolution of 
Inquiry” that would require members of Congress to vote openly 
on whether to investigate the Bush administration. 

“Let’s put congressional Republicans in the position of having 
to vote against investigating the president,” Yassky said, suggest- 
ing that those lawmakers would then have to go back to their dis- 
tricts and defend their decision to not want to know the truth. 

It was unclear where Councilwoman Yvette Clarke (D-Flat- 
bush) stood. She restated the question, then answered, “The issue 
is impeachment. That’s the bottom line to it.” 

Assemblyman Nick Perry (D-Flatbush) showed up too late to 
answer the question, but told The Brooklyn Papers impeachment 
is “a little premature.” Congress should “investigate the matter 
seriously. Democrats need to make sure that they can hold [Bush] 
down for the count.” 

State Sen. Carl Andrews (D-Crown Heights) was also too late 
to answer the question. — with Emanuel Jalonschi 


Clear loser in Park Slope gay debate 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 


And then there were four — or maybe 

Although five candidates for Brooklyn’s lone 
open congressional seat showed up to debate at 
Park Slope’s Montauk Club Jan. 26, at least one, 
and possibly two, weren’t around when the smoke 
cleared. 

The forum, hosted by the influential gay politi- 
cal club, Lambda Independent Democrats, fo- 
cussed mainly on issues important to the gay and 
lesbian community on which the candidates for 
the central Brooklyn seat differ little. 

Except Assemblyman Nick Perry (D-Flatbush), 
that is. 

Perry not only alienated the crowd of more than 
150 people by showing up an hour late, but then 
fouled off the evening’s softball question, ‘Do you 
support full marriage rights for gays and lesbians?” 

Earlier in the evening, fellow candidates Chris 
Owens (the retiring congressman’s son) and 
Councilman David Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights) 
said they supported full marriage rights, while 
Councilwoman Yvette Clarke (D-Crown Heights) 
said she favored it, but was also sensitive to the 


_ Last week. Lambda Independent Democrats held the first of what will 
be many debates featuring candidates to replace retiring Rep. Major 

i t’d-MP -S , MMMm M .8W ■ ■■ ■ If Owens (D-Crown Heights). Here's a cheat sheet in case you missed the 

event, which was held at Park Slope's Montauk Club. 

CANDIDATE 

PUNCTUAL? 

STYLE 

BEST MOMENT 

WORST MOMENT 

Chris Owens, 

Current congressman's son 

Yes 

Preacher-like and 
well-informed 

Was cheered wildly for his early 
opposition to the Atlantic Yards 
mega-project 

When he tried to explain his convoluted for- 
mula for ensuring how 33 percent of Atlantic 
Yards jobs would go to African-Americans. 

David Yassky, 

City Councilman from Brooklyn 
Heights 

Yes 

Urgent and 
wonkish 

When he confronted the fact that 
he's the only white candidate in a 
majority black district 

When he suggested that the best way for 
Congress to confront President Bush is by 
issuing procedural resolutions. 

Yvette Clarke, 

City Councilwoman from 
Crown Heights 

No, 10 minutes late 

Succinct, but light 
on substance 

When she held her ground on 
why she supports Atlantic Yards, 
despite crowd opposition 

When she reminded the crowd that "during 
the '70s, there was a whole bunch of 
turmoil" in Brooklyn. 

Nick Perry, 

Assemblyman from Flatbush 

No, 67 minutes late 

Tired 

When he said he opposes 
discrimination 

When he had to read his impressions of a 
trip to Israel from a notecard. 

Carl Andrews, 

State Sen. from Crown Heights 

No, 81 minutes late 

N/A (tardiness) 

When he said he supported 
same-sex marriage 

When he had to read his record on gay and 
lesbian issues from his own press release. 



'F bagel store sticks it to MTA 


F-Line Bagels co-owner Fouad Assad shows ol 
clever way around a court ruling. 


A HMED SAMHAN has turned 
the tables — make that the al- 
phabet — on the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority. 

Samhan is the heroic bagel-maker 
whose F-Line Bagels on 
Smith Street was forced 
to remove the “F” train 
logo from its front sign 
after the MTA sued for 
trademark infringement 
last year. 

Seems the MTA felt straphangers 
would be confused by all the train in- 
signias and think the transit agency 
had gotten into the bagel business. 

Yes, Samhan’s store was filled with 
the subway system’s distinctive icon- 
ography. And yes, it sits under the 
Smith/Ninth Street station. 

But any similarities between F-Line 


Bagels and the F line end there. 

For one thing, Samhan’s store is 
sparkling clean. For another, his em- 
ployees are friendly. And never once 
has anyone tried to search my bag 

ed F-Line Ba- 


Emm 

ANGLE 


Although the 
Samhan 

grudgingly complied, breaking apart 
his expensive front sign even before it 
had been fully paid off. 

He also covered all examples of the 
MTA’s colorful alphabet on other 
signs throughout his store and even 
taped napkins over the offensive part 
of his “F-Line Bagels” t-shirt. 

But now, Samhan is fighting back. 
Loyal customers have recently noticed 


that the transit logos have returned — 
albeit with the letters perfectly back- 
wards. 

And legal experts think Samhan 
may actually get the last laugh over 
his train-running nemeses. 

“The standard in a trademark case 
is very simple,” said Brooklyn Law 
School professor Marshall Leaffer. 
“The aggrieved party needs to prove 
that the public would be confused — 
in this case, that customers would 
think the MTA was involved with the 
bagel store.” 

B UT IF the letters are reversed, 
such confusion, unlikely to be- 
gin with, is virtually impossi- 
ble. 

“The likelihood of confusion has 
become less potent,” said Leaffer, a 
visiting professor from Indiana. “Any- 
one seeing a backwards ‘F train’ logo 


would think it was a parody. A reason- 
able person would not believe the 
MTA was sponsoring a bagel shop 
with such a logo.” 

As an aside, Leaffer said he’d never 
been to F-Line Bagels — “You have 
so many bagels in this town, it’s hard 
to keep up! — but thought the bagels 
at Nosh on Atlantic Avenue were ex- 
cellent (the jury is still out, counselor). 

Leaffer’s bagel credentials are sus- 
pect, but his legal opinion was validat- 
ed by other experts. The MTA, how- 
ever, did not return my calls. 

Samhan’s new sign — this time 
with the letter F reversed — is expect- 
ed to be installed next week, a victory 
for anyone who loves bagels, has a 
sense of humor, and believes that the 
MTA should run the subway system 
rather than prosecute bagel store own- 


corcems of her religious constituents. 

But Perry seemed more like a Waffle House 
franchisee than a man seeking votes from the 
largely gay crowd. 

"Let me just say that I care about the commu- 
nity and wifi fight for the community,” he said. “If 
you have to have a fight, you want Nick Perry in 
the room.” 

Moderator Dan Tietz pressed on. 

“So, Assemblyman Perry, let’s try that same- 
sex marriage question again,” he said. 

“The issue is about discrimination,” Perry tried 
again. “No one should be discriminated against.” 

Tietz pressed Perry further. 

"Regarding same-sex marriage, I believe mar- 
riage is between a man and a woman,” Perry said. 

As the crowd jeered, Perry tried to explain that 
he would not allow his personal view to prevent 
him from fighting for gay marriage, but his 
chance to score points had been lost. 

And to stress put an exclamation mark on Per- 
ry’s meltdown, Lambda President Gary Parker 
jumped to his feet and said, “Let me just remind 
everyone in the room that 25 percent of Lambda 
members live in this district, so listen closely to 
the answers we are getting to this question.” 

That was the best exchange of file evening; the 
remainder of the questions pro- 
voked little sparring among the 
candidates. 

State Sen. Carl Andrews ID- 
G-own Heights) stayed entirely 
out of the fray by showing up 
an hour-and-20 minutes late. 
And days later, he was report- 
edly thinking of bailing on the 
contest altogether to become 
the new Senate minority leader 
now that state Sen. David Pater- 
son (D-Manhattan) has been 
plucked to run for Lt. Governor 
on Attorney General Eliot 
Spitzer’s gubernatorial ticket. 

Crain’s Insider reported that 
Spitzer has agreed to line up 
Minority Leader votes for An- 
drews, a former employee. 

But Andrews told The 
Brooklyn Papers he “is still a 
candidate for Congress.” 

“My campaign manager 
comes on board tomorrow,” 
Andrews said on Wednesday. 

After the Lambda fomm, an 
Owens press release said he 


s “the m 
date in a crowded field ... ag- 
gressive and impressive.” 

See DEBATE on page 4 
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Different activities daily 
Experienced staff 
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Our Camp 


• Very flexible registration; 
accommodating 9 week 
season 

• Free morning transportation 
from most Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods 

• Established 1992 


President’s Week 
Mini-Camp 

February 20-24, 2006 
5 days of trips & activities 
based in Park Slope 

Open House for 
Summer Camp 

Sunday, Feb. 12, 2006 
presentations at 12 and 1pm 
339 8 St. just below 6 Ave. 


718 - 304-7868 

/v.parkslopedaycamp.c 



Arts & Crafts 
Store and Studio 

• Arts & Crafts 
Supplies 

• Workshops for 
Kids & Adults 

• Birthday Parties 
for Kids 


This Week’s Workshops 

Make a Valentine’s Card 


with Quilling 

Tues,2/7 

Printmaking far Adults 

Wed, 9/8 

Sand Art for Kids 

Thur,2/9 

Intro to Drawing for Adults 

Thur,9/9 

Make a Valentine for Kids 

Fri,a/10 

(Pre-registration req 

uired) 


NEED HELP IN CHEMISTRY? 


Over 95,000 Books Sold! 

HIGH MARKS: REGENTS, CHEMISTRY MADE EASY! 
BY SHARON WELCHER 


Get HIGH MARKS $10.95 

Available at leading book stores or call 718 271 7466 
www.HighMarkslnSchool.com 
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Testing our kids. . . 


Continued from page 1 
the words, “It’s only a test, 
honey” over and over. 

But most kids weren’t buy- 
ing it, having soaked in the se- 
riousness of the test via osmo- 
sis from their nervous parents 
and focussed teachers. Sud- 
denly, the kids had trouble 
sleeping, were having melt- 
downs and worse. The kids 
seemed to understand that, if 
they don’t do well, they’ll 
have to repeat third grade. And 
no kids wants to have to learn 
the multiplication tables or 
study the Amazon rain forest 

Smartmom’s friend. Type 
A, was so strung out by the 
test she had to take extra yoga 
classes at Devi on Union 
Street. Meanwhile, her daugh- 
ter was scheduled for daily 
hypnotherapy sessions for 
stomach aches and juvenile 
migraines. 

OSFO took the whole thing 
very seriously. On the day be- 
fore the first English test, she 
came home from school and 
announced seriously, “I have 
to get a good night’s sleep and 
eat a good breakfast.” 

Smartmom tried not to 
make OSFO any more nerv- 
ous than she already was. So 
(for fun, of course!) she insist- 
ed on an educational game of 
Scrabble and a quick whack at 
a notoriously tough newspaper 
crossword puzzle. 

After a nutritious dinner of 
foods rich in Omega 3 fatty 
acids, carbs, and Ginkgo sup- 
plements, it was all going to 
plan: OSFO was bathed and in 
her fleece footy pajamas, and 
by 8 pm, she was under her 
down comforter. 

But then the stress kicked 
in. Less than five minutes lat- 
er, she came into the living 
room and announced, “I’m not 
tired.” 

In a hysterical effort to quell 
her daughter’s (and her own) 
raging nerves, Smartmom read 


her the entire A-section of the MCATs, and GREs to look 
dictionary, and the first chapter forward to. Is there no end to 
of the Chicago Manual of the ways that this culture in- 
Style. It worked; OSFO was sists on quantifying the apti- 
tude of its individuals? 

And upping 


Nature OmentecI, PhysicAlly AcrivE 
OuidooR, TRAVEliiMq DAy Camp 

26 years of Experienced, Carefully Chosen, Adult Staff 

A 



DAiLy Trips to: 


Swim at a lake, pool or the beach. Weekly hikes 
through native forests. Trips to Museums, Zoos, 
Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame PI. 

FUxiblE SchEduU: 7, 4, 5 on 6 weeIis. 

5, 4 or 5 <Uys a weeL 

EarLy dnop-oFF (8 am) Asd Iate pick up (6pM) AVAiUbLc 

Ages 5 to 1 1 years 


Park Slope • (718) 768-6419 
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Smartmom 
contemplated 
the thousands 
of dollars that 
will be spent 
on Shiatsu 
massage, aro- 

Looking at her daughter, so matherapy treatments at D’- 
innocent and cute in those Mai, not to mention regular 


By Louise Crawford 


footy pajamas with the ri 


deliveries from Red White and 


deer design, Smartmom felt Bubbly to take the edge off. 
her blood boiling as if infused Yes, these standardized tests 
with one of those peppers they are hateful, but perhaps they are 
sneak into the General Tso’s a good preparation for the high- 
chicken at Red Hot Szechuan, ly competitive world we live in: 
OSFO is simply too young to a world in which one’s worth is 
be taking a damn bubble test measured by a computer in 
that will determine her promo- Princeton, New Jersey, 
tion to fourth grade, she " ~ " 

thought. 

“ morning, Smart- 


On Day Two of the third- 
grade English test, Smartmom 
dispensed with the scrambled 
i made scrambled eggs for eggs and decided to take OSFO 
OSFO’s pre-test feeding. But for a bagel at the Mojo Cafe. 



Day 
School, 
Inc. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


Jta00s 


O 2-4 year old programs 
: t ,Q Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 
jp Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

LI. Caring, loving environment 


763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 
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Smartmom patiently explained 
the reasoning behind a good 


said we should have a GOOD stomach; 
breakfast!” 

All that morning, Smartmom 
wished she could be a fly on the calories to keep her eyes 
wall in the classroom where the prize. 

OSFO was taking the test while "" ’ 

proctors guarded ovei 
like the Red Army. 

And these bubbles we 
only the first of thousands 
be filled in. In no time, OSFO 


“Don’t you think you can 
the kids think VERY CLEARLY when 
you’re SCARED TO DEATH 
that you’re going to FAIL THE 
TEST?” OSFO said firmly. 

In the end, Smartmom let 
will be taking the fourth-grade OSFO have as many rainbow 
placement tests for middle sprinkled Krispy Kreme 
school and later, the seventh- donuts as she wanted, even if 
grade test for placement in it meant getting glared at by 


Harvard, er, Stuyvesant, Bronx 
Science, or Brooklyn Tech high 

schods). Louise Crawford also runs 

Then she 11 have the the Web site "Only the Blog 

PSATs, the SATs, the LCATs, Knows Brooklyn 


Brooklyn Children's 
Academy Pre-School 


'Providing quality preschool 
education and childcare" 


Register Now For 2006-2007 School Year 
Children of all Ethnic & 
CulturalBackgrounds Welcome 


122 Pierrepont Street 
at Clinton St. 

Brooklyn, New York 11201 
718-403-9516 


6 months through 5 year olds 

Full and Part lime Programs 

Year Round Childcare 

Extended Hours for Working Parents 

Certified Teachers in Early Childhood Education 

Storytelling, Computers, Free Play 

Music & Movement, Dramatic Play, Arts & Crafts 

Full Licensed and Registered 


w.brooklynchildren.org 


Experience over 140 years of educational 
excellence from a leader in independent 
education and give your child the best 
opportunity to succeed 

Adelphi Academy 

“Effectively preparing young people for college, career and life one day at a time. ” 


MIX IT UP! 


& 


At KIDS COOK!, our eight-week program 
teaches children essential kitchen skills and 
techniques. Kids learn how to measure, 
sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and knead, 
as they prepare wholesome and delicious 
foods from around the world. 

• Afterschool classes 

• Private Parties 

• Fun & learning for ages 6-13 


FAMILY 

CLASSIFIEDS 

TO ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL (718) 834-9350 


Childcare Available II Tutoring 


Babysitter for hire. 40 years 
experience. References avail- 
able. Infant to 4 yrs of age. 
Healthy food. Call Eileen Sunday 
-Friday. (718)499-0084. ^ 


Instruction 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 



Bands available 


718 - 768-3804 


Piano Lessons 

Piano Lessons can be fun! 


IN FLATBUSH AREA 
Call Christiana 

718-693-0583 


Parties 


Ph.D. provides outstanding 

tutoring in Math, English, Social 
Studies, special exams, includ- 
ing SAT, LSAT, GRE, Specialized 
H.S. Test, COOP, Regents. All 

study skills taught. 

Dr. Liss. (718) 767-0233. 


Math Tutor Masters Degree 

32 years teaching experience. 
Middle school math up to Math A 
(Regents) and college math (includ- 
ing Computer Science). Call (718) 
837-8626 or (646) 263-1038. Ask 
for Raymond Andree. Very reason- 


Test Prep / Math Tutor 

Princeton Grad - exp. tutor. 
Prep for Regents (Math A, B); 
SHSAT - Sci Hi test; SAT (math, 
reading, writing). At my office 
in Park Slope or your home. 

Ed Antoine 

(718) 501-5111 


The Party Clown & Magician 

Birthday parties and special 

Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 

71 8 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 


Chemistry, Biology, 
Physics, Math & SAT 

Experienced, accomplished 
teachers available to tutor for 
academic support and test prepa- 
ration (Regents & SAT). 

ACADEMIC EDGE. 


(718) 501-5111 



SPIRIT - EXCELLENCE 


The Private, Independent, Continuing, Co-Educational, 
College Preparatory Day School of Choice 
Pre-Kindergarten through 12 th Year 


^Ldelphi Academy teaches children how to think, not just learn! The “Adelphi Plan” encourages 
motivation through involved and hands-on teachers and students. The Academy stresses critical thinking, 
has a 100% college placement rate and is a New York State Regents exempt program. Extra after school 
tutorials, special SAT Prep program, honors program, community/school service and college guidance 
program are included. Faculty and staff members with advanced degrees and specialized training as well as 
Educational Specialists make up our outstanding staff. Adelphi features small classes with an 8 to 1 
student - teacher ratio in an intimate, safe and caring environment, state of the art facilities and a wide 
variety of after school extra curricular activities and inter-scholastic athletics. Other outstanding and 
unique programs include Project Succeed for college bound students with learning disabilities, Adelphi’s 
Summer School Program, Adelphi’s After School Enrichment Program, Adelphi’s Before School Care 
Program, The Anthony Robbins Leadership and Mentoring Program at Adelphi, The Park Slope Day Camp 
at Adelphi, The Nation Beat Music Program at Adelphi, The Adelphian Players Theatre Program and 
NOVA Gymnastics at Adelphi. 

REGISTER NOW FOR THE FALL OF 2006 
OPEN HOUSE DATES! 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 th , 2006 7:00PM ~ 9:OOPM 
TUESDAY, MARCH 14™, 2006 1 2I30PM ~ 2I30PM 
TUESDAY, APRIL 1 1 th , 2006 7:00PM ~ 9l00PM 
Tuesday, may 16™, 2006 12:30pm ~ 2:30pm 
TUESDAY, JUNE 13™, 2006 7:00PM ~ 9:00PM 


Adelphi Academy, 8515 Ridge Boulevard, Brooklyn, New York 11209 
For more information please contact the Office of Academy Admissions 
718.238.3308 or visit us on the web at www.adelphiacademy.org 




theartistryproj 




g>ie& 


•After school programs 'Birthday parties 
•Mommy and me ‘Weekend workshops 
www.theartistryproject.com 
718-858-0217 

1 85 Sackett Street Free trial for new students, 
between Henry and Hicks See our website for details. 
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Osteoporotic Bone 


Normal Bone 






Osteoporosis 
Risk Factors 


Bone Density results in just 5 minutes 
with our new, high-tech DEXA 


• Female and over 50 

• Family history of fracture 

• Early menopause 

• Diet Low in Calcium 

• Thin & small framed 

- or just worried 
about osteoporosis? 

Talk to us! 


Brooklyn Heights Art hritis Associates 

Daniel D. Ricciardi, MD, FACR, Director 

Conveniently located at 100 Clinton St. (ofFRemsen) 
For additional information or appointment call 834-0070 


Scam slammed 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Police arrested two em- 
ployees who cheated a Brook- 
lyn Heights pharmacy out of 
nearly $2,000 by undercharg- 
ing for hair clips, chocolate 
and phone cards, police said. 

For more than three days — 
Jan. 22-25 — the pair ran the 
scam from a drug store on 
Court Street, between State 
Street and Adantic Avenue. Se- 
curity cameras and a witness 
caught them selling a slew of 
items for a discounted rate and 
pocketing the cash. 

The merchandise they dealt 
included nearly two-dozen 
phone cards — which netted 
them $1,725 alone — three box- 
es of chocolate, two packs of hair 
clips, a $5 bottle of nail polish 
and a botde of Aquafina water. 

Tween mugged 

Two thugs snatched the wal- 
let of an 1 1 -year-old riding the 
bus home from school on Jan. 
22, police said. 

The hoodlums started mess- 
ing with the youngster on a B63 
heading west on Atlantic Av- 
enue, around 3:30 pm, according 
to police. When the two men 
rose to exit the bus at Hoyt 
Street, one made a grab for the 
boy’s pocket. Both thugs tugged 
at him until they found his wal- 
let, which they snatched and 
dashed from the bus, police said. 

The billfold held $9, a library 
card and the boy’s school ID. 

Brazen heist 

Police arrested a 22-year-old 
man who allegedly snatched 
$115 from the console of a car 
while the victim sat inside. 


Jewels by Satnick 

has moved into our new location 

187 State Street 

Off Court St. - formally Alex's shoe repair shop 


14 KT. Jewelry 


Diamond Jewelry 

$25 and up* 


$99 and up* 


VALENTINE’S DAY SALE 

60% OFF’ 

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE 


Silver Jewelry 

$10 and up* 


All Watches 

$55 and up* 


“Special - Diamond Hearts - 70 % OFF ’ 

JEWELS BY SATNICK, LTD. 

mmm • 187 State Street (off Court St.) • (718) 852-1421 

location of former Alex's Shoe Repair 

The oldest operating retail establishment in Brooklyn Heights - 46 years and going strong! 


-ways and merchandise bought before Fel 


Dm orders and special orders are 


Redcliffe 

SauvignonBl 

1 Marlborough’s Best 0. 

^ Sauvignon Blanc | 
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Brooklyn Do? House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

/\ /i 718 222-4900 

•^ \\ 7am-l0pm weekdays, Qara-lODtn weekends 

4 


• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 
■ curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]Tj Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


POLICE BLOTTER 


The suspect wandered up to 
the 33-year-old victim in his ve- 
hicle, parked at the comer of 
Hoyt and Schermerhom streets 
at around 5 pm on Jan. 3. De- 
spite the man’s presence in the 
driver’s seat, the thief grabbed 
the cash from inside and said, 
“I’m robbing you — what you 
gonna do about it, you?” 

The victim did do something, 
because police arrested the sus- 
pect a few weeks later. 

Tool heist 

Thieves stole nearly $2,000 
in tools and equipment from a 
building site on Water Street 
closed for the night, police said. 

Workers locked up the job, 
in a building near Bridge Street, 
around 3 pm on Jan. 24. When 
they returned early the next 
morning, they discovered their 
tools were missing. 

Police said the stolen items 
included power drills and saws, 
an $80 sump pump, a box filled 
with $275 in smaller tools, and 
an insulated work suit. 

Runaway tech 

On Jan. 24, a woman left her 
portable computer on her desk 
at 55 Washington St., near 
Front Street around 2 pm. She 
stepped out for less than 15 
minutes — without locking the 
office door — and returned to 
find her six-month-old Macin- 
tosh G4 missing, police said. 

Impersonators 

Badges? These two definitely 
don’t deserve no stinkin’ badges. 

Two women armed with a 
fake police shield attacked a third 
woman in a Downtown discount 
store after she angered the pair 
with her slow crossing of Atlantic 
Avenue during the evening rush 
hour on Jan. 28, police said. 

The two thugs hollered and 
cursed at the 26-year-old victim 
from inside their black SUV as 
the woman and a friend made 
their way across the busy thor- 
oughfare, near the traffic- 
clogged intersection with Flat- 
bush Avenue, around 5:30 pm. 

One of the angry women 
leaned from the SUV to show 
off a white metal badge, shaped 
like a star, and insisted, “I’m a 
cop,” police said. 

The police-impersonators 
followed their victim into the 
discount electronics store at the 
comer of Atlantic and Flatbush 
avenues, where they confronted 
her again. 

“Are you the one from the 
street?” one of the attackers 
asked, and her accomplice 
punched the supposed slow- 
poke in her face, leaving her 
mouth and nose swollen. 

Hospital attack 

A patient hurled everything 
from racial insults to a metal 
bucket at an employee of Brook- 
lyn Hospital during a difficult 
hour in the emergency room on 
Jan. 23, according to police. 

The 32-year-old worker said 
the woman was angry from the 
moment she arrived at the 
DeKalb Avenue facility, around 
3 pm, and the nurses’ efforts did 
not calm her down. 

And when the employee told 
the patient she would have to 
wait an hour for test results, the 
woman’s frustration moved to 
violence, police said. 

First, she called the employ- 
ee a “bitch” and peppered her 
language with racial slurs, be- 
fore trying to hit the employee, 
police said. The irate patient 
then found other ammunition 

— a box of staples, a metal pail 

— and threw them at the victim 
before doctors restrained her. 

The patient fled and avoided 

Flasher busted 

A 32-year-old woman riding 
the Q train on Jan. 29 was treat- 
ed to the sight of a man 
fondling his naked genitals. Po- 
lice said the man and the 
women were riding the Man- 


hattan-bound train at around 
8: 15 am when he pulled out his 
penis and began stroking it. 

Police arrested the visibly 
aroused 28-year-old when the 
train pulled into Atlantic Av- 
enue. He was hit with public 
lewdness and loitering. 

Seek hair-puller 

’Tis the season for tax tur- 
moil, after all. 

It is unclear what sparked a 
Jan. 27 altercation between two 
women at the New York State 
Tax Department building on 
Hanson Place, but police said 
fighting words turned to 
fisticuffs around 11:30 am 
when the suspect grabbed the 
hair of her 25-year-old victim. 

Mega bust 

A warrant search paid off for 
88th Precinct officers on Jan. 
24, when they discovered more 
than two pounds of pot in a 
Vanderbilt Avenue apartment. 

Police executing a search at 
the home, near DeKalb Avenue, 
made the discovery at around 
3:30 pm. They arrested four 
Brooklyn men — ages 33, 33, 
42 and 45 — and recovered the 
marijuana, a scale and a slew of 
Zip-loc baggies. 

Police officer Anthony Bar- 
bee of the 88th Precinct made 
the collar. 

No faking 

A 28-year-old woman’s bid 
to enter her own Fleet Walk 
apartment backfired when po- 
lice busted her for pot posses- 
sion on Jan. 24. 

Police said the woman called 
911 around 5: 15 pm to report a 
gas leak at her home, near Myr- 
tle Avenue, when she realized 
she had locked herself out. The 
Fire Department responded and 
checked out the apartment, but 
called police when they realized 
the call was a hoax. When offi- 
cers from the 88th Precinct ar- 
rived to take a report, they no- 
ticed a bag of marijuana in 
open view. Police confiscated 
the pot and charged the resident 
with drug possession. 

High-value haul 

Burglars stole computers and 
luxury watches from a DeKalb 
Avenue house that was empty 
for less than five hours on Jan. 
20, police said. 

The 53-year-old resident said 
he left his home, near Waverly 
Avenue, around 4 pm. When he 
returned at 9 pm, he noticed that 
someone had climbed up a fire- 
escape and entered a second-floor 
window to remove a trio of Ap- 
ple laptops, two valuable time- 
pieces, $25 cash and a Stuyvesant 
High School ID, police said. 

Written word 

Poetry in motion it was not. 

But a vandal made his mes- 
sage clear to a 68-year-old Long 
Island man on Jan. 22 when he 
scratched the word “Assh — ” on 
the hood of his Chevy Blazer, po- 
lice said. The victim was walking 
down Clinton Avenue around 
2:20 pm when he saw someone 
messing with his vehicle, parked 
near DeKalb Avenue. 

The thug then jumped into a 
light-colored BMW and sped 
south on Clinton Avenue, police 

It is unclear why the man be- 
lieved the victim was worthy of 
the bodily epithet. 

Pre-dawn attack 

A New Jersey man leaving a 
Myrtle Avenue bodega was 
jumped by a man who may have 
had a gun on Jan. 26, police said. 

Two thugs rushed towards the 
33-year-old victim as he emerged 
from the store around 3:30 am 
and turned the comer onto Prince 
Street. One man asked, “What’s 
up?” and took a swing at the 
man, hitting him with something 
hard and knocking him onto the 
sidewalk, police said. 

But the two attackers ran off 
without stealing anything from 
the man. 
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'NEED A RIDE?'. 

^ We go anywhere 
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Luxury cars, minivans, 8t 
| wedding limos available 

1 Court Express 
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r Win $50 ' 

in Clothes! 


Every $25 purchase 
Sets you in our 
2nd anniversary 
raffle. Win a sift 
certificate for 
$100 of clothins 
from Luce. 

Keep it 
simple 
Keep it 
gorgeous 

CASUAL • FORMAL • FUN 
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boutique 

281 Van Brunt Street (bet. Visitation & Pioneer) 
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RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 

VALENTINE’S DAY 

Come join us for a 

Valentine’s Day Celebration 
Featuring our special 
Prix Fixe Dinner 
for only $45 per couple 
including two 
Intoxicating Flirtini’s 


For Reser 
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Loose 
Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 1 ! 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, 

then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 



^ IS 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months ofhealing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


I *0NLY $495 l Call today for your FREE Consultation 

! FOR DENTURE! | 718-833-6895 

j Limited Time Offer j 

I -with a puchase of mdi i www.oraldentalcare.com 
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Introducing Dr. John Guo 


Ruyi Bodywork of Brooklyn 


Treatment for: 

Acupuncture • Herbal Medicine • Acupressure 
Shiatsu • Qi Gon Massage • Foot Reflexology 

234 Court St. (near Baltic St.) 718-643-6892 
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Knif ers snatch iPods in Park and on Carroll St 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The conditions were 
right, but this park visit 
was no picnic. 

A 21 -year-old Park Slope 
man visited the picnic house 
in Prospect Park on Jan. 25 to 
bask in the warm weather and 
listen to music on his iPod. 
But the clouds — and a 
stranger — rolled in around 
12:30 pm. 

The stranger asked for the 
time, but before the man could 
reply, the visitor pulled out a 
knife and demanded the iPod. 
The victim complied and the 
thief fled. 

But he didn’t get far. The 
victim’s description of the at- 


tacker helped police track 
down the mugger later that af- 
ternoon at the comer of Mont- 
gomery Place and Prospect 
Park West. 

Police Officer Leonard San- 
ders of the 78th Precinct ar- 
rested the 24-year-old Brook- 
lyn man on robbery charges. 

Teens nabbed 

Police arrested a pair of 
thieves — armed with a knife 
they never displayed — who 
allegedly robbed a woman of 
her iPod on Jan. 26. 

The pair approached the 
33-year-old woman at the cor- 
ner of Carroll Street and 
Eighth Avenue, around 11:30 

The older teen asked her for 
the time and then the second 


questioned her about the iPod. 

But the young thieves did- 
n’t wait for an answer. 

Police said they snatched 
the digital music device from 
the woman’s hand and ran — 
but not fast, or far, enough. 
Police Officer William Eng- 
lish of the 78th Precinct cuffed 
the two boys — ages 18 and 
15 — who are now facing 
grand larceny charges. 

Pre-dawn visit 

Clearly the thief saw the 
light — and changed his 

Police said he arrived at the 
Sterling Place home — unin- 
vited — around 4 am on Jan. 
29 and started to bust in the 
door. 

The banging noise awoke 


the 86-year-old homeowner, 
who came to his senses in 
time to hear the smash of 

The victim leapt from his 
bed, threw the switch on the 
outdoor lamp and bright light 
flooded the doorway of his 
home, between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues. This sent the 
prowler scurrying before the 
man could see him, police 

But 10 minutes later, there 
was a knock on the resident’s 
door, and a man asking if he 
“had any food.” The still-star- 


tled man said no, and asked 
the visitor if he had smashed 
the glass on the front door. 
The hungry man said he had 
not and moved along, police 

Nothing was taken from the 
house during either episode. 

Candy bust 

It was a sweet, but painful, 
lesson. 

A trio of teens learned 
crime doesn’t pay when cops 
arrested them for stealing can- 
dy from a newsstand on Ninth 
Street on Jan. 25, according to 


The 22-year-old owner of 
the store, near Fifth Avenue, 
said the youngsters forced 
their way up to his shop and 
snatched the goods around 
6:30 pm. But he notified po- 
lice, who arrested the boys — 
ages 16, 16 and 17 — on rob- 
bery charges. 

Detective Felix Padilla of 
the 78th Precinct made the 
collar. 

Tools taken 

Thieves stole hand and 
power tools worth more than 
$5,000 from two facilities 
near the Gowanus Canal dur- 
ing break-ins that occurred 
less than 24 hours apart. 

Burglars shuck a Fifth 
Sheet construction site be- 
tween 5 pm on Jan. 22 and 4 


am the following day, snip- 
ping the padlocks on three 
trailers and hauling away 
$2,300 in tools. 

A few blocks away, on 
Ninth Sheet, the burglars 
broke into a wood-working 


shop sometime after 10 pm on 
Jan. 23, police said. 

The owner said he returned 
at 7: 15 am the next day to find 
the lock jimmied, the door 
broken and $3,000 in tools 
taken. 
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better products, naturally 
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homeopathic products for dogs, cats 4. rabbits 
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I**' free delivery until /opm, 7 days a deek! 
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the pet section of Craigslist 

169 Lincoln Place at 7th A ve. (718) 246-4600 
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Puppy Love 

Cookie and other 
Valentine's Day 
treats for FIDO 


PLUS: holistic remedies, holistic pet foods, 

aromatherapy, canine couture and more... 


Buttercup’s PAW-ttoerie 

All Natural DogBaKery 


63 5th ave (st. marks) 
(718) 399-2228 

OPEN M: 1-7, Tu-Sat: 11-7, Sun: 11-6 
www.buttercupspaw.com • Ha 
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Find A School That’s 
Right For Yoo! 


Martin Luther King, Jr. Campus 

122 Amsterdam Ave., Manhattan (at West 65th street) 


Saturday, February 4 th 1 1 am - 3 pm 
Sunday, February 5 th 1 1 am - 3 pm 
Thursday, February 9 th 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

New small high schools offer an excellent education through personal 
attention & partnerships with non-profits & businesses. 

Representatives of new small high schools opening in September 2006 
will be at the fairs to answer questions. 

Students who attend a fair or information session receive admissions 
priority; students can resubmit HS Choice Forms. 


NEW YORK CITY Call 31 1 or visit www.nycenet.edu for 

Public Schools more information about high school admissions. 
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Minerva's 
Liberty view 



Green-Wood Cemetery's Minerva will still have her view of 
Lady Liberty in the new "cutout" design of 614 Seventh Ave. 


By Susan Cosier and Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s a conspiracy of silence for the Goddess of War. 

Green- Wood Cemetery, home to a statue of Minerva that has a 
famously unobstructed view of the Statue of Liberty, has ended its 
public battle against a neighboring development, agreeing not to 
testify against the controversial building at an upcoming zoning 
hearing in exchange for the developers’ promise that the 70-foot 
residence won’t obstruct the statues’ ability to gaze at one another. 

The contract between the developer of 614 Seventh Ave, 
Chaim Nussencweig, and Green- Wood Cemetery ended a 10- 
month feud over the blocked line of sight. 

But the cemetery’s vow of silence has upset those who saw the 
prominent Brooklyn burial ground as an ally at an upcoming 
hearing that will determine if the proposed condo must shrink 
even more to conform to a recent city downzoning that barred 
buildings its size. 

“Some people feel we have abandoned them,” said Richard 
Moylan, president of Green- Wood Cemetery, “but we had to take 
the safer route to protect the view. We couldn’t take the chance.” 

Advocates of the downzoning, which forbids builders from 
going above 50 feet, argue that the agreement’s gag order under- 
mines the work they put into protecting their enclave of one- and 
two-story wood-frame homes — a fight that until now had Min- 
erva as its most potent icon. 

“The agreement sends a bad message,” said Aaron Brashear, a 
resident of 23rd Street, who has fought the development since it 
was proposed last year. “The developers can say, ‘Don’t listen to 
these historians. Don’t listen to these community activists be- 



GLASSES YOU WILL LOVE TO WEAR, 
WITH LENSES PERFECTLY PRESCRIBED 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers , M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Col man, O.D., Optometry 

• Comprehensive Eye Exams 

• Prescription Filled 

• Contact Lenses 

• Glaucoma And Cataract 
Testing And Treatment 

• Laser Vision Consultation 
Most Medical Insurance Accepted • Union Plans 

Medicaid • Medicare • Discounts For Senior Citizens 

9tR Street OpticaC 

332 9th Street (between 5th & 6th Ave.) Brooklyn 


7 18-9G5-2545 



Russ, the tax man, 
formerly of Tax World 

can now be reached at 



(917) 544-4015 


n, Business Accounting, Payroll Serv 


Russ Kolbert, E.A. Enrolled Agent 

RussKolbe rt@yah oo . co m 


Park 
'pond' 
fix set 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Tykes at the Third Street 
playground will have to get 
muddy somewhere else once 
renovations are made to the 
notorious Prospect Park pud- 
dle. But the repair work will 
not begin until after this sum- 
mer, when the drainage prob- 
lems are at their worst. 

The Prospect Park Alliance 
announced that the pond that 
consumes the playground 
whenever it rains will be fixed 
with a $500, 000-grant from 
former City Councilman Gif- 
ford Miller (D-Manhattan). 

The project will “make sig- 
nificant changes to how the 
fountains will work,” said 
Tupper Thomas, president of 
the Prospect Park Alliance. 

Drainage at the playground 
has been an issue for five years 
— and the children are to blame 
(of course!). Apparendy, the 
young contractors had been 
dumping sand into the sprin- 
klers, causing the area to flood. 

Other renovations — includ- 
ing a second sprinkler — are 
also planned. The year-long 
construction will start this win- 
ter or next spring, Thomas said. 

— Susan Cosier 


cause Green- Wood is with us. 

The Jan. 19 agreement requires that Nussencweig’s architect, 
Robert Scarano, erect a full-scale model of the building on the site. 
The mock-up, according to the architect, will prove his design keeps 
the view corridor open before any construction begins. 

Current plans show a 70-foot roof with a deep notch cut out 
one spot, like a peephole in the skyline. 

If the cut fails to preserve the view, the cemetery is entitled to sue, 
according to the agreement. 

CB7 will host a hearing on 
Feb. 8. The city Board of Stan- 
dards and Appeals will then de- 
cide the fate of the building. 
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Health, Mind & Body 


DENTISTS I DERMATOLOGY 



Prosthetically Driven 
Implant Dental Practice 
with Periodontics 
as its Core 

• Implants Surgically Plated and Restored 

• Periodontics - Treatment of Gum Disease - 
Surgical and Non-Surgical Therapy 

• Endodontics - Using rotary instrumentation 
for foster more thorough denning with less 
post operative discomfort 

• Digital X-Rays - 90% Less Radation 

• Extractions - Simple and Complex 

• Aesthetic Dentistry - Porcelain Laminates, 
White Fillings, Bleaching, Metal Free Crowns 

• Zoom Blenching 

• Restorative Dentistry A-Z 

• Full Service Comprehensive Dental Practice 

Jeff C. 

Strachan, DDS 

1 89 Montague Street 
Suite 800A 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 

Emergency and Evening 

website: strachandds.com 
Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri: 8am to 6pm 
hBPJH * CareCredit financing avail. 


Y Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


[ LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 

Hair, Broken Blood Vessels, Wrinkles, 
Spider Veins (face & legs), Age Spots, j 
Acne Scars, Stretchmarks 

JLrt 

l 

I 

f” 

LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 
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Alan R. Kling, M 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & 


D - T 

Nails ' 


27 8th Avenue 

Park Slope, Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


lOOO Park Avenue 


(212) 288-1300 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums <& Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I, TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 


768-1111 


We’ve Moved! 

Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 

Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 

Free Consultation 
24 Fir Phone Service 
fflBWH 


Financing Available 
Insurance Plans Welcomed 


789-5700 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 


Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening ^ (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) In l^ 

a ^Sr (718) 622-8020 a S 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 
and infection control. 


Jack Irwin, dd.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

www.jackirwindds.com 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

■ Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 


GENERAL PRACTICE 


When was YOUR 
last physical? 

Anahid Nisanian, MD 
Andras Fenyves, MD 

Primary Care 
Internal Medicine 

CfiOMHUS 


PROMINENCE in Quality Care and Service 


558 Atlantic Ave. 718-802-1110 

bet. 3rd & 4th Aves. | Mon & Wed: 8am.7pm; Tue & Thu: 8am-5pm I 


ORTHODONTICS 




TRAVEL IMMUNIZATION 


■TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS! 


Start the 
process months before 
leaving to get your shots 


» Yellow fever 

* Typhoid 

* Hepatitis 


• Malaria prevention 

- Brooklyn Heights Family Practice — | 

25 Schermerhorn St. (bet. Court & Clinton Sts.) 
Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6 18S 


VISION 



Seen us lately? 

• Eye Exams • Eyeglasses 
• Contact Lenses • Children's Frames 
• Sunglasses • Sports Glasses 

Heights Vision Center 

1 32 Montague St. 
Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 852-1149 

www.doctorstuartfriedman.com 


Cyclones go to 
school for skip 

Name Wake Forest's Greer 
to replace Mookie Wilson 


By Ed Shakespeare 

The Brooklyn Papers 

In a break from tradi- 
tion, the Cyclones have 
gone outside of the Mets 
organization for a new 
manager, hiring former 
Wake Forest coach George 
Greer. 

Until Greer’s appointment, 
Cyclone skippers were either 
former Mets, or organization 
men who had been Met 
farmhands or managed in the 
Met system. 

Greer, 59, was the head 
baseball coach at Wake Forest 
from 1988 through 2004. 

Greer’s experience as a 
teacher of college-age players 
would seemingly be a perfect 
fit for the Class-A short-sea- 
son New York-Penn League, 
where most of the players are 
just out of college. 

“Tony Bemazard [a special 
assistant to Mets General 
Manager Omar Minaya] said 
he had seen my teams play at 
Wake Forest and he recom- 
mended me,” Greer told The 
Brooklyn Papers. 

A native of Westerly, 
Rhode Island, Greer was an 
outfielder for the University of 
Connecticut, where he was a 
two-time All-American. 

In 1967, as the captain of 
the United States team at the 
Pan-American Games, Greer 
delivered the winning hit to 
take the Gold from Cuba. 

Greer played four years in 
the St. Louis Cardinal system, 
reaching the AAA level with 
Tulsa. 

He began his coaching ca- 
reer in 1972 when he founded 
the baseball program at the 
University of Connecticut-Av- 
ery Point, and won nine titles 



New Cyclones manager 
George Greer. 

in nine years (no “Wait ‘til 
next year” with this guy). 

After that, he was the head 
coach at Davidson University 
for six years before taking over 
at Wake Forest, where his Dea- 
con Demons won three At- 
lantic Coach Conference 
championships, had an overall 
record of 604-382-4 and pro- 
duced 29 All-Americans. 

Greer also coached in the 
summer Cape Cod League for 
nine seasons, where his play- 
ers included future major lea- 
guers Ron Darling, Greg 
Vaughn, Will Clark, Terry 
Steinbach and Brooklynite 
John Franco. 

“Pitching and defense are 
the biggest parts of baseball, “ 
noted Greer. “Minimizing 
mental mistakes is very im- 
portant.” 

Greer does have an emo- 
tional tie to Brooklyn. While 
growing up in Rhode Island, 
he disdained listening to 
games of what he termed 
“those American League 


teams,” the Yankees and the 
Red Sox. 

Instead, he listened to Na- 
tional League games, espe- 
cially to the Brooklyn 
Dodgers. “My grandfather 
loved those Dodgers,” said 
Greer. 

Greer can’t wait to bring 
his teaching experience to the 
Cyclones. 

“I told Mr. Minaya and Mr. 
Bemazard that I want to help 
the players any way I can,” 
said Greer. “Especially with 
the fundamentals.” 

Cyclones’ GM Steve Co- 
hen praised Greer’s back- 
ground. 

“We are thrilled to have 
someone with the experience 
and pedigree that George 
Greer brings,” he said. 

Greer becomes the sixth 
manager in Cyclone history, 
following Edgar Alfonzo, 
Howard Johnson, Tim Teufel, 
Tony Tijerina, and Mookie 
Wilson. Johnson, Teufel and 
Wilson were members of the 
Mets 1986 World Series-win- 
ning team, while Alfonzo and 
Tijerina were long-time mem- 
bers of the Mets minor league 
organization. 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 


Park Slope's Egalitarian, 
Conservative Synagogue 

768-1453 W2 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 

Friday Eve Services 6:30pm 
Saturday Morning 1 0:00am 


Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform 
Congregation 
SHABBAT SERVICES: 

First Friday monthly 
followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

All other Friday evenings 8:15 p.m. 

Saturday mornings 10:30 a.r 

17 Eastern Parkway 
at Grand Army Plaza 

638-7600 R 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 St. Johns Place 


B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
1 17 Remsen St *596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle Lighting 
Bo 

Fri., February 3, before 4:57pm 


DEBATE... 


Continued from page 1 

Owens did get hearty applause 
several times, mostly when he re- 
minded the crowd that he opposes 
Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards 
mega-project, that he supports the 
impeachment of President Bush, 
and that he strongly supports full 
and equal same-sex marriage. 

Yassky also supports full mar- 
riage rights for gays. His biggest 
applause line came when he said 
he would work to repeal the “so- 
called ‘Defense of Marriage Act,”’ 
a Clinton-era law that undermined 
gay marriage by allowing individ- 
ual states to not recognize gay 
marriages sanctified in states 
where such unions are legal. 

Clarke did not have any ap- 
plause lines. She struggled to find 
a balance between the agenda of 
the Lambda club and the interests 
of voters in other parts of the 
sprawling, majority black district. 

On gay marriage, for example, 
Clarke said she favored it — but 
quickly added that she felt an ob- 
ligation to recognize “the religious 
concerns” of some of her con- 
stituents. “We need to turn to each 
other to educate each other on the 
issue of gay marriage,” she said. 

But it is wisely said that in or- 
der to win an election, a candidate 
needs the “three Rs”: resources, 
(name) recognition and a record. 
Several Lambda club members 
pointed out that Owens has two of 
them — but his latest campaign 
finance filings indicate that he is 
falling far behind on resources. 

At the close of 2005, the 
Owens campaign had only 
$12,956 cash on hand and 
$28,000 in debts. At the same 
time, Yassky, the only white can- 
didate in the race, had $503,783 in 
hand and no debt — the best 
numbers in the race. Andrews was 
in second place in the money war 
with $191,000 on hand. 

Perry closed the same period 
with nearly $85,000 in hand, 
while Clarke had $24,081, and 
more than $64,000 in debt. 

Owens told The Papers that his 
campaign has “done a lot better” 
raising money since the end-of- 
year filing two weeks ago, but did 
acknowledge that he is trailing at 
the cash box. 

“David Yassky is a great 
fundraiser and I don’t take any- 
thing away from him in that re- 
' at he may be the hare and 


Others were less sure. 

“I really don’t know why Chris 
is having such difficulty raising 
money,” said a Lambda insider. 
“He is popular and has a record in 
the community.” 

The club will make its endorse- 
ment in early summer. 
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PAVILION 


at the Ambulatory Surgery Center of Brooklyn 

Confidential ABORTIONS up to 24 weeks 

WE SERVE WITH CARE AND COMPASSION 
We Accept All Insurance & Medicaid 


■ Surgical & non-Surgical 

■ NYS Licensed & Inspected 

• Joint Commission Accreditatior 

• All Women's Health Services 


■ Immediate Appointment (ind.Sat) 

■ Parental Consent Not Required 
•"Morning After" Pill 

■ Free Pregnancy Testing 
• Multi-lingual staff 


313 - 43rd St. at 3rd Ave., Sunset Park 

Call for an immediate appointment 

(800) 971-6019 

(718) 369-1900 

Near R, N&D trains and 35 & 37 buses 


For 20 years we've been 
joined at the hip, 
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After working side-by-side for 20 years, NYU Medical 
Center and Hospital for Joint Diseases have established 
a fully integrated, world-class institution known for 
orthopaedics, rheumatology and rehabilitation. 

NYUHospital for Joint Diseases 

WWW.JOINTDISEASES.COM • 1-888-HJD DOCS (1-888-453-3627) 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Vito is Dubya’s Rep. 


AN YOU SAY “Baaaa”? 
Staten Island Democrats 
missed a big chance to help 
their party take back control of 
Congress this week by nominating 
Community Board 10 member 
Steve Harrison to be the sacrificial 
lamb against incumbent Rep. Vito 
Fossella (R-Bay Ridge). 

No knock on Harrison — he is 
a committed local activist with 
strong ties to both parts of a dis- 
trict bound by the Verrazano 
Bridge — but it is shocking to 
consider that a party desperate to 
take advantage of President Bush’s 
flagging poll numbers has nomi- 
nated a candidate whose only 


electoral experience is finishing 
fourth in a five-person race for 
City Council in 2003. 

It’s not as if the party lacks can- 
didates. City Councilmen Mike 
McMahon (D-Staten Island) and 
Vincent Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) 
were both encouraged to run, but 
bailed out with the same tired ex- 
cuses (“the family needs me”; “I’ve 
mn too many elections recently”) 
and tired best wishes for the 

The Democrats’ inability to pick 
a well-known candidate with a 
proven record of raising money is 
especially shocking given how big 
a target Fossella represents. The 


four-term congressman is one of 
President Bush’s most-reliable 
votes in Washington, yet repre- 
sents a district with nearly twice 
as many registered Democrats as 
Republicans. 

Fossella’s support for the presi- 
dent makes him ill-suited to repre- 
sent a district that has suffered so 
much under a president who missed 
vital clues before Sept. 1 1 and then 
used the attacks as a pretext for a 
pre-emptive war that so far has cost 
10 Brooklynites their lives. 

But even if you support the pres- 
ident’s decision to invade Iraq — 
which many 13th District voters do 
— there are other ways to be disap- 


pointed in Fossella: He has a 0-per- 
cent rating from the NARAL, an 
abortion-rights group, and a 100- 
percent rating from the anti-abor- 
tion National Right to Life Com- 
mittee. He has a 6-percent rating 
from the American Civil Liberties 
Union and an 81 -percent rating 
from the Christian Coalition. His 
most-recent rating from the League 
of Conservation Voters was 16 per- 
cent. The National Rifle Associa- 
tion gave Fossella an 83-percent 
rating, while the Coalition to Stop 
Gun Violence ranked him dead last 
at 0-percent. 

It’s too bad Democrats chose to 
give him a free pass to re-election. 


LETTERS 



NEWS ITEM: 


A federal court ruling 
may free the state's 
Supreme Court 
jurists of their ties 
to political bosses. 


More ferries, not gondolas, should fly over water 


To the editor: 

The fun and the future of hopping from place to 
place in our fabulous harbor is not gondolas but 
boats (“City, state gonzo for Gov. Island gondola,” 
Jan. 21). The Staten Island Ferry and the tourist- 
supported Liberty Island and Circle Line boats have 
been constant through the years as harbor traffic 
got thinner and thinner. Small ferries have made a 
comeback and they will provide the links between 
our 21st-century waterfront parks. 

Phil Forbes, Red Hook 

Save people like me! 

To the editor: 

I read with interest your recent Smartmom col- 
umn about Dumbo (“Live there? You would have 
to be a DUMBO!” Jan. 28). I have lived in Brook- 
lyn since the late 1960s, and although Park Slope 
has much to recommend it, perhaps it can be useful 
to consider that it was in many ways a better neigh- 
borhood before the influx of money and children, 
which has made it totally out of reach to someone 
of my means (I sometimes joke that if I had not 
bought my house, I would be living in a refrigerator 
box on the comer). It was by far more diverse, less 
congested, had a greater variety of service-oriented 
stores, and less ravaged by real estate frenzy. 

Although you mention the lower prices, neigh- 
borly co-workers and social consciousness of the 
Food Coop, you neglect to mention the not-infre- 
quent displays of pique and belief in special privi- 
lege that some coop members show, the fascistic 
nature of the organization in that, although a coop, 
its policy is dictated by a small oligarchy, and the 
self-righteous political correctness shown by some 
in its emphasis on “social consciousness.” 

I think that some of this would have provided a 


fairer contrast with DUMBO. Aren’t Park Slope 
and DUMBO two communities essentially catering 
to the overprivileged, each with a certain smattering 
of noblesse olige? Saul D. Raw, Park Slope 

Save the trees! 

To the editor: 

By now, thousands of passersby and residents 
have seen that a row of trees has been sliced away 
on Henry Street (“Arborcide!” Jan. 28). This “ar- 
borcide” reconfirms my intention to remain a tree 
hugger and a critic of ridiculous managerial ele- 
ments in the Parks Department who ignore feed- 
back from sane workers. 

Perhaps now, more than ever, we should remem- 
ber Joyce Kilmer’s poem, “Trees”: 

“I think that I shall never see/A poem lovely as a 
tree/A tree whose hungry mouth is prest/ Against the 
earth’s sweet flowing breast/A tree that looks at 
God all day/And lifts her leafy arms to pray/A tree 
that may in Summer wear/A nest of robins in her 
hair/Upon whose bosom snow has lain/Who inti- 
mately lives with rain/Poems are made by fools like 
me/But only God can make a tree.” 

Roberto Gautier, Brooklyn Heights 

Save Democracy! 

To the editor: 

I am writing to express my concern over the 
nomination of Samuel Alito to the Supreme 
Court. 

As the Supreme Court is one of the pillars of 
checks and balances in our system of democracy, it 
seems less than prudent to put on the court someone 
who, from his record, believes in expansive and un- 
restrained executive power. This is especially im- 


portant in the near future, when a case against Pres- 
ident Bush for his illegal spying on Americans may 
be before the Supreme Court, which is already 
packed with conservatives. 

If there is any doubt as to the importance of who 
is confirmed, remember that in 2000, it was the 
Supreme Court that would not allow all the votes to 
be recounted in Florida, thus giving Bush the presi- 
dency. j m Ferguson, DUMBO 

Save the homeless! 

To the editor: 

The recent tragic death of two homeless men in 
Greenpoint should serve as a reminder to all about 
the challenges facing those who choose to call the 
streets home. 

Many homeless men and women suffer from 
some form of untreated mental illness; still others 
may be battling substance abuse. Many homeless 
people who choose the streets over shelters do so 
because dtsabrlrties prevent good decision-mak- 
ing. 

Each day we see the homeless as we walk to our 
schools and workplaces. Our inclination is to offer 
them money or food. Instead, we should encourage 
the homeless to seek assistance through the city’s 
shelter system. 

Clients are offered an array of services including 
crisis counseling, medical evaluation, treatment for 
mental illness or substance abuse and, ultimately, a 
permanent place to call home. Giving homeless in- 
dividuals the services and options they need can 
prevent them from living their lives in the cold. 

Richard Motta, Manhattan 
The writer is president and CEO 
of the Volunteers of America-Greater New York. 


Save Mark Lanes! 

To the editor: 

I been bowling at the Mark Lanes in Bay Ridge 
for about 10 years, so naturally I was upset and 
frustrated to hear that Century 21 is planning to tear 
down the bowling alley for a parking lot. That store 
is a monopoly that has been trying to take over all 
of 86th street. I was so angry that I called Century 
21, but I got the same reaction that you got: silence. 

I think Century 21 is trying to control the shopper 
so that the only choice in the area is Century 21. As a 
result, I am calling on people to boycott the store. 

Maybe the Mark Lanes wasn’t the best bowling 
alley out there, but in Bay Ridge there aren’t many 
things to do besides bars (even all the movie the- 
aters are closed!). 

If you feel like I do, sign my online petition at 
http://www.petitiononline.com/msh06/petition.html. 
Mark Lanes may be a quiet bowling alley, but there 
are a lot of loyal bowlers there who will be deeply 
affected by its closure. Bowling is truly the sport of 
a lifetime. Tom Brice, Bay Ridge 

Permit holders saved! 

To the editor: 

I am writing to commend the recent efforts of the 
New York City Parks Department and Community 
Board 10 to address potential disputes in our com- 
munity parks this spring. This issue involves a bal- 
ance between our many outstanding sports leagues 
and members of the public who wish to use our 
public parks. 

As president of the 68th Precinct Youth Council, 
which serves over 1,100 children with baseball and 
soccer programs, I am very familiar with the time 


and effort that our local sports leagues go through 
to secure a city permit for the use of a field on par- 
ticular dates and times. If respected by all, this 
process allows an orderly way to balance the needs 
of an organized youth organization to have space to 
provide recreational activities for our children with 
the rights of others in our community to use the 
space at other times. 

The problem is when non-permit holders are using 
a field when a youth organization holds a permit for 
that time period. In these instances, the youth organi- 
zation has a right to that space. However, this may 
lead to confrontational situations between the permit 
holders and the non-permit holders. 

The immediate decision by the Parks Department 
to erect signs at park entrances listing the rights of per- 
mit holders will allow police, Parks Department em- 
ployees, and representatives of youth organizations to 
more easily address, in a non-conffontational way, the 
situation that arises when non-permit holders are using 
afield. 

This type of signage should go a long way in con- 
vincing most non-permit holders of the regulations on 
this matter and allow for more peaceful resolutions to 
potential disputes. Bob Capano, Bay Ridge 


Send us a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn Papers, 

55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and include the writer's home 
address and phone number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the letter). 



Vk Months Free 

JOIN NOW FOR MEMBERSHIP THROUGH MAY 1, 2007 
FOR THE PRICE OF ONE YEAR 

MEMBERSHIP FEE IS PAID IN ADVANCE. VALID ONLY FOR NEW INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS. 

Offer ends February 15 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET 718 625-0500 


Sunrise at Mill Basin 718-444-2600 5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 718-616-1850 2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235 


For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorlivine.com 


Dangerous roads. Slippery sidewalks. 
No milk in the fridge. 

Would Mom be safer living with us? 


At Sunrise Senior Living, residents 
never need to contend with Mother 
Nature. They have our professional, 
caring staff with them — along with 
friends, great dining, activities, even a 
full service beauty/barber shop on-site. 

Before the next storm hits, find out 
what a Sunrise community has to offer— 
a variety of living arrangements, 


amenities and services, delicious meals, 
stimulating activities, and scheduled 
group outings. Our resident-centered 
approach to senior living puts residents 
first, giving them options to meet their 
individual needs and wishes. 

Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living to see 
what we do to make our communities 
into places seniors can call home. 


Please join us at both of our communities for a 
Valentine's Open House: 

Saturday, February 1 1 and Sunday, February 1 2 
1 2:00pm-4:00pm 
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Today, about half of the 18,040 New York City 
children in foster care are teenagers. Many live 
in group homes, but what they really need are 
loving families. These young adults are looking for 
guidance and stability... a role model just like you. 

Sadly, without a permanent connection to an 
adult, many will be left on their own to care for 
themselves. Each teen needs someone to appreciate 
who they are today and help them develop into 
the person they can become. 

If you can provide a loving, supportive environment, 
a home with commitment, tolerance, patience 
and love, then you can enjoy one of life's most 
rewarding experiences. 

Open your heart and home... become a foster 
parent for a teen. 



Yn|(T Itmr mj.L.1- jJl Ji-fFrnriitr 
all itiilr' wn-rJJ. 
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18,040 children/8,913 teens are the exact numbers of New York City children in foster care on March 31, 2005. 


6 bwn The Brooklyn Papers February 4, 2006 

It's primaries 
for supreme 
judgeships 

Ruling would eliminate 
party control of picks 


Associated Press 


A Brooklyn federal judge has thrown out the state’s “un- 
democratic” system for selecting Supreme Court judges, say- 
ing that it gives too much power to political party bosses. 

Ruling in a case brought by a watchdog group, U.S. District 
Judge John Gleeson said New York’s unique practice of using po- 
litical conventions, rather than primaries, to decide the Democratic 
and Republican nominees for judgeships deprives voters of a role 
in picking who makes the ballot. 

Gleeson issued a preliminary injunction tossing out the exist- 
ing system, and instructed the state to hold traditional primary 
elections to pick Supreme 
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Court candidates until the leg- 
islature enacts a replacement 
scheme. 

The judge said the watch- 
dog group, the Brennan Cen- 
ter for Justice, had demon- 
strated convincingly “that 
local major party leaders — 
not the voters or the delegates 
to the judicial nominating con- 
ventions — control who be- 
comes a Supreme Court Jus- 
tice and when. 

“The result is an opaque, 
undemocratic selection proce- 
dure that violates the rights of 
the voters and the rights of 
candidates who lack the back- 
ing of the local party leaders,” 
Gleeson wrote. 

Republican and Democratic 
party leaders had argued in 
court that the system con- 
tained ways for someone to 
make the ballot, even if he or 
she lacked party support. 

Under current rules. Demo- 
cratic and Republican party 
leaders select candidates for 
Supreme Court justice posts at 
nominating conventions that 
critics have derided for years 
as exercises in patronage and 
power-broking. 

Their selections are rarely 
opposed in general elections. 
Political bosses also routinely 
cut deals to nominate the 
same candidate on both the 
Republican and Democratic 
party lines, further reducing 
the chance for competition. 

People not affiliated with 
political parties are free to run 
as independents in the general 
election, but such candidacies 
are rarely, if ever, successful. 

“Well-qualified candidates 
who aren’t tied to party lead- 
ers don’t even get a shot,” said 
Brennan Center attorney Jere- 
my Creelan. The center had 
sued in 2004, arguing that the 
system violated the First 
Amendment. 

Critics of the system also 
said it makes judicial candi- 
dates beholden to political 
parties. 

“The court’s decision [will] 
put an end to the back-room 
deals that should have died 
with Tammany Hall,” city 
Corporation Counsel Michael 
A. Cardozo said in a state- 

The ruling only applies to 
the state Supreme Court, 
which, in New York, is a trial 
court that deals with general 
criminal and civil cases. All 
other elected judges in the 
state are nominated in direct 
primaries, rather than in con- 
ventions. 

Argument in the case had 
centered around the selection 
of judges in Brooklyn, which 
had been tightly controlled for 
years by the recently deposed 
— and recently convicted — 
head of the Brooklyn Democ- 
ratic Party, Clarence Norman 
Jr. 

Norman was sentenced to 
two to six years in prison this 
month for separate convic- 
tions on campaign corruption 
charges. Those charges are be- 
ing appealed. 

In the wake of the judge’s 
ruling on judicial elections. 
Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights) put for- 
ward a bill that would allow 
judicial candidates to enter the 
city’s much-lauded campaign 
finance system and receive 
matching funds. 


Getting 
it right... 

Our headline last week, “Rat- 
ner paid for state’s lawyers,” 
while accurate, may have been 
misleading. All developers are 
required by law to pay for the 
outside environmental assess- 
ment of their projects. It would 
be wroing Ato imply that Forest 
City Ratner was doing some- 
thing other developers don’t do. 

The Brooklyn Papers strives 
ccuracy, but sometimes mis - 
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Let our courteous and 


help you 

• Sell your home 

• Buy your home 

• Find a rental 
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FURNITURE FOR HOME & OFFICE 

You won't lose any sleep over our prices. 


Willow Queen Bed $ 599 99t sale 
Nightstand $ 199"sale 



6-drawer dresser J 749"sale 
5-drawer high chest $ 599"sale 
Armoire S 799"sale Mirror $ 199"sale 

Open the door to great savings. 

NOW OPEN IN BROOKLYN! 

475 Atlantic Avenue Between 3rd and Nevins. 

(718) 237-6888 M-Sat: 10-7,Thurs: 10-8, Sun: 11-6 

Prices shown good through 2/28/06. Not applicable to prior orders. jBed assembly required. 




readers are urged to 
tor Gersh Kuntzman at (718) 834- 
9350, ext. 119, by fax at (718) 
834-9278, or email to 
Kuntzman@BmoklynPapers.com. 
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Wish you were here 

Brooklynites report back from the Sundance Film Festival front 


By Marian Masone 

for The Brooklyn Papers 


J ust two weeks before the Sundance 
Film Festival opened, founder Robert 
Redford was in Fort Greene announc- 
ing a new arts initiative with the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music. On that day, Jan. 5, he 
mentioned the large number of Brooklyn 
filmmakers that are represented at Sundance 
each year. And it is true; it has become im- 
possible to keep track of all of them. 

So this year, instead of an attempt to round 
up all the mediamakers from the borough 
who made the trip to Park City, Utah, here’s 
the news from a representative cross section 
of directors, editors and actors. 

Prospect Heights resident Joseph Matthew 
came to Sundance with his second documen- 
tary, “Crossing Arizona,” which looks at all 
sides of the illegal immigration issue, and 
landed a spot in the independent documen- 
tary competition. Along the United States- 
Mexico border, the film introduces us to men 
and woman who risk all to get into this coun- 
try illegally. 

From lack of water, many die while mak- 
ing the trek, so humanitarian volunteers roam 
through the area, giving water and food to 
the illegals who are usually hiding on the 
side of the road to Tucson. 

But others are looking for these illegals as 
well. Vigilantes opposed to any aid for illegal 
immigrants are also wandering the border. 
Their plan is to send them back to Mexico. 
And of course, the U.S. Border Patrol is do- 
ing the same thing. 

The idea of examining immigration came 
naturally to Matthew, who came to the U.S. 
from India. GO Brooklyn caught up with 
him in the Filmmakers Lodge on Main 
Street, where he spoke about his career 
change from finance to fdm. 

“I always wanted to tell human stories,” 
said Matthew. “I came to the U.S. to get my 
MBA, but being here was a great opportuni- 
ty to change direction.” So he studied pho- 
tography and journalism instead. It was here 
that Matthew paid his dues and developed an 
artistic eye. 

It must be said that it is not enough to doc- 
ument these ideas with a video camera. In or- 
der to have a film that will have an impact, it 
has to be put together in a creative, moving 
way, so that it will involve the viewer. To this 
end, Matthew worked with three editors be- 
cause “when you’re shooting, you become 
emotionally attached and you can lack objec- 
tivity,” he explained. Editors help to coalesce 
all the information into a work that moves as 
well as educates. 

“If people aren’t moved, then the film is- 
n’t effective,” said Matthew. He found the 
film’s wide variety of subjects through some 




Wrestling with fame: Red Hook native Shareeka Epps (pictured above with Ryan Gosling in 
the film, "Half Nelson") was happy to report meeting indie phenom actor Terrence Howard 
at this year's Sundance Film Festival. (Inset) Nick Nolte (right) stars in "Off the Black," direct- 
ed by Williamsburg's James Ponsoldt. 


of the humanitarian movements in Arizona 
while studying international affairs at New 
York University, and this led him to more 
groups. 

“You hang out with people you meet, and 
then you meet others,” said Matthew. “You 
see the news and track those people down, 
and you go from there.” And then he shot 
close to 200 hours of footage. 

“In making a documentary, research and 
shooting are part of the same process,” said 
Matthew. “You shoot and see where the 



Avid editor: Park Slope film editor Shannon Kennedy watched more than 400 hours of 
film when whittling down the final cut of the documentary, "The Trials of Darryl Hunt." 


story’s going and get a sense of what the big- 
ger story will be.” 

Nick of time 

James Ponsoldt has lived in Williamsburg 
for about a year, but he grew up in Athens, 
Georgia, and that’s where the idea for his film, 
“Off the Black,” came from. The title is a 
baseball reference (to the border of home 
plate), which makes sense since Nick Nolte 
plays Ray, a divorced father who, instead of 
being a professional baseball player, has 
wound up an umpire for high school ball. 

After a questionable call to end an impor- 
tant game, some of the kids vandalize Ray’s 
home as he sits inside. He catches one of the 
boys and they develop a father-son relation- 
ship that is disturbing at first but seems to 
fulfill both their needs. 

“I saw the father of a friend in a grocery 
store once,” said Ponsoldt. He knew his 
friend was having big drag problems, but he 
couldn’t bring himself to talk to the father, 
who seemed to bear it all by himself. 

“I felt like a coward to not say anything to 
him about his own private pain,” said Pon- 
soldt, who drew a comparison to all of those 
people that we encounter constantiy as we go 
about our lives, but don’t realize that they 
have lives, too. “My friend’s father was an 
umpire, and he wore a mask while he 
worked. We never saw who he really was.” 

The film has a stellar cast, headed by Nolte 
as the messed-up umpire. Seeing as this is 
Ponsoldt’s first feature — he had only made 
shorts before, including his work at Columbia 
University, where he studied filmmaking — 
one has to wonder how he managed to snag 
Nolte. Did he have connections, or did Pon- 
soldt just rely on a crack casting agent? 

“It was pretty much a combination of 
both,” he explained. “I wanted to write a 
great part that would attract a great actor. 
Scott Macaulay, one of my producers, had 
produced a French film, ‘Clean’ by Olivier 
Assayas with Nolte. So he went straight to 


Nolte with the script. 

“And I had a really good casting agent to 
get everyone else on board.” “Everyone else” 
includes Timothy Hutton (“Kinsey”) and Sal- 
ly Kirkland (“Anna”). 

So how does a young filmmaker, making his 
first feature, deal with such veterans on the set? 

“It was a pretty egoless set,” recalled Ponsol- 
dt. “Once Nick was committed to doing it, he 
wanted to meet me — to make sure I’m not a 
jerk, I guess — and he took great pleasure in 
the part. He works like a child in that he finds 
the honesty in the role.” 

Ponsoldt based the male characters on 
men in his own life, such as his father and 
grandfather. 

“They were taught not to express emotion, 
so they talk in roundabout ways,” he said. “It 
was impossible for them to be emotionally 
honest.” 

Although Ponsoldt wrote the script in 
Georgia, it was shot in upstate New York. 

“I really needed agrarian, post-industrial, 
former factory towns,” he said, and he found 
them in New York state, in towns tike Suf- 
fem and Haverstraw. 

“Off the Black” screened in the Spectrum 
section of the Sundance Film Festival, which 
seems to cover most films not in the compet- 
itive sections. The premiere screening was in 
the 1,000-seat Eccles Theater. 

“It was fantastic,” said Ponsoldt. “The 
place was so packed, my friends couldn’t get 
in!” And much of his cast and crew were 
there to participate in the question and an- 
swer session after the screening. 

While the public screenings are a rush, 
let’s not forget that Sundance is very much 
about the business of film. 

“[Columbia University professor and 
‘Brokeback Mountain’ producer] James 
Schamus says that there are two parts to a 
film, making it and selling it, and that the two 
shouldn’t be confused,” said Ponsoldt. 

Clearly he hasn’t confused them, as his 
See SUNDANCE on page 1 1 



Boogie fever 


Whether you grew up with four wheels perma- 
nently attached to your feet or your only connection 
to roller-skating is an abiding lust for Heather Gra- 
ham’s character in “Boogie Nights,” the Prospect 
Park Alliance Junior Committee wants you at their 
third annual roller-disco party on the ice at Wollman 
Rink on Feb. 10. 

The ’70s and early ’80s tunes coming from the 
DJ’s turntables will be an irresistible call to get 
down, get down, get down or, conversely, get up 
and boogie. 

And when it’s time to warm up those toes, disco 
dancers can “do the Hustle” to the heated lounge for 
spiked hot chocolate, heats and karaoke. 

"Roller Disco on Ice" takes place from 9:30 pm 
to midnight on Feb. TO. Tickets are $40-$100 and 
include admission, skate rental, snacks and 
drinks. For reservations, call (71 8) 965-8988 ore- 
mail jbetts@prospectpark.org. Tickets may also 
be purchased at www.prospectpark.org and at 
the door. Free parking available. — Lisa J. Curtis 


THEATER 


Sneak peek 

The final performance of Irondale Ensemble Pro- 
ject’s presentation of “Wasted: The History Mystery 
of Public Education in the United States and How it 
Got That Way” will be staged on Saturday. 

“Wasted” is one of a 
series of events at the 
site of Irondale’s future 
home, the Irondale Cen- 
ter for Theater, Educa- 
tion and Outreach in the 
Lafayette Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, at 85 
S. Oxford St., prior to 
its planned official 
opening in late fall 
2006, according to Iron- 
dale Ensemble’s Mar- 
keting and Develop- 
ment Director Nina 
Callaway. This perform- 
ance is an opportunity 
to get a sneak peek at 
the construction of the 
23-year-old theater com- 
pany’s 7,300-square- 
foot, open transforma- 
tional space in the building once claimed — and 
then dropped like a hot potato — by choreographer 
Twyla Tharp. 

Directed by Jim Niesen, “Wasted” is a sweeping 
epic theatre noir that traces the mystery of how 
Johnny got so “wasted,” from the founding fathers 
to Horace Mann to a large yellow bird. 

The Irondale Ensemble Project's "Wasted: The 
History Mystery of Public Education in the United 
States and How It Got That Way" will be per- 
formed on Feb. 4 at 8 pm. Tickets are $10, $5 for 
students, seniors and public school teachers. For 
tickets and more information, call (718) 488-9233 
or visit the Web site at www.irondale.org. 

— UC 



DINING 


Classy combo 

Just in time for Valentine’s Day, chocolate lovers 
(and the people who love them) can meet CaryMo 
Chocolates and Confections owner Cary Becraft 
(pictured), who will of- 
fer samples of her hand- 
crafted wares at The 
Greene Grape in Fort 
Greene on Thursday. 

Becraft, a River 
Cafe veteran, will bring 
bon-bons with Fram- 
boise and Riesling fill- 
ings, rolled truffles, and 
chocolate bars to the 
wine store. (CarryMo 
Chocolates range in 
price from $5-$40 for 
boxes that contain two 
to 24 pieces.) 

The Greene Grape 
will uncork some tawny, ruby and vintage port 
wines from Infantado ($18 - $40) — because ports 
pah wonderfully with chocolates, of course. 

The "Port and Chocolate Tasting" will take 
place from 6-8 pm on Feb. 8 at The Greene 
Grape (765 Fulton St. between South Oxford 
and South Portland streets). The event is free. 
For information, call (718) 797-WINE or visit 
www.greenegrape.com. — UC 
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Tell her how much you care with a 
Floral Heights Valentine’s Day Bouquet 


107 Atlantic Ave. 

(bet. Henry & Hicks) 




1 (718) 625-2066 


Full menu of Brown Rice Sushi 

Rated #3 W L m J 

y Japanese- 

in CitySearch ^ R M M 

' French Fusion 

cl r s 

It 

japanese restaurant loi 

unge 

Free Local Delivery 

Open 7 days 

Valet Parking Thurs-Sun 

for Dinner 

Full Catering Facilities * uLJfci Live Entertainment Thurs-Sat 

9208 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge 

• 718-238-2323 


The first Japanese Restaurant in 
Brooklyn to offer a full menu of 

Brown Rice L 
Sushi if 

totally healthy 
absolutely delicious 



130 Montague St. (near Henry St.) in Brooklyn Heights 
Lunch & Dinner Open 7 days 718-858-8077 



latinum 


Cafe St Billiards 

Brooklyn's Largest 
Indoor Facility 


50 NEW TABLES • 16,000 sq. ft. 


Totally secure & safe • Video monitored facility • Wired for the Internet 


Platinum Cafe & Billiards 

225 47th St. (bet. 2nd & 3rd Aves.) 
Open noon til 4am 7 days a week 
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The Royal’s treatment 

At new Carroll Gardens restaurant 9 diners are warmed 
by great staff \ fireplace and innovative American cuisine 


This week: 

PARK SLOPE 
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Bogota Latin Bistro 
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Mothers of 
invention 



(A 




Pr^4- dr PrfcHit 


8602 3rd Avenue 


|g (718)921-1900 


PRIVATE CATERING AVAILABLE - Up to 250 people 



689 6th Atfe. (at 20th St.) 718-499-4872 


Open: M-F, 3-ttpm; Sat-Sun, 12-11pm • brooklynbarbq.com 


A Brooklyn Barbeque Joint 


0 TO 



Brooklyn Heights 
is PIG’N OUT 
on SUPER BOWL SUNDAY! 

PIG’N OUT 


Feeds 1 0 or more for $ 1 35 
Place delivery order by 
Thursday Feb. 2nd and SAVE 10% 





60 Henry St. 

(bet. Orange & Cranberry) Bklyn Hts 

(718) 522-5547 

fax (718) 522-4896 

Mon-Sat: 1 1 am- 10:30pm; Sun: llam-9pm 


FREE DELIVERY to DUMBO, Brooklyn Heights and Metrotech 


flrwntOGE 
ytfrtfi 



**** FAST FREE 3r dAvlnue 

Daily News t^o^minUum BROOKLYN 

S IU UU minimum bet. 68th & Bayridge Ave. 


Vb 


& Sat: 11 :30am-mid; Sun:l 2:30pm-ll :00pm 



The Most Affordable View of the Manhattan Skyline and Brooklyn Bridge 

Exceptional Call now for ¥¥¥¥¥ 
Italian Fare and VALENTINE’S DAY 
Warm Service V WW Reservations! 



Vesuvio 

est. 1953 

Restaurant & Pizzeria 

Corporate & Private catering 


Reserve early for VALENTINE'S DAY 


Free Local Delivery • Valet Parking Fri & Sat 
Open 7 days I^IPimi 
7305 3rd Avenue • Bay Ridge • 71 8.745.0222 

^^M-LLLJJ 
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Compiled by Chiara V. Cowan 


The Backroom 



Feb. 8: The Jack Grace Band, 10:30 



Freebird Books 
& Goods 

Red Hook, (718) 643-8484, 
www.freebirdbooks.com. 

Feb. 10: Scrappy Jud Newcomb, 7:30 
pm, FREE. 

Galapagos 


70 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782-5188, 



Faye, 10 pm, FREE; Tuesdays: Fruity 
Loops (Gay Night), 10 pm, FREE; 
Wednesdays: Jezebel Music Show- 

music, 8:30 pm, FREE. ' 

Los Babouchos 

7803 Third Ave. at 78th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833-1700. 

Saturdays and Fridays: Belly dancer 
Shahrazad, 8 pm, FREE; Thursdays: 
Belly dancer Marta, 8 pm, FREE. 





FREE; Feb. 5: Ben Carroll, 8:30 pm, 

Spelling Bee, 7:30 pm, 76 Trom- 
bones, 9:30 pm, FREE; Feb. 7: Bingo, 

pm, Matthew Peverly, 11 pm, FREE; 
Feb. 8: Quizz-Off, 7:30 pm, The 
Jenny Vaudeville Show, 10 pm, FREE; 
Feb. 9: Matt Keating, 9 pm, Ursa 
Minor, 10 pm, TBD, 11 pm, FREE; 
Feb. 10: Sean Wood, 9 pm, Casey 

Feb. 11: Prize Tiger, 8 pm, Wynn 










on Valentines Day 
Tuesday, February 14th 

‘Enjoy a romantic dinner in our zuarm ambiance, , 
zvitb five piano music and our roaring firep [ace 
Cad for reservations 


Marco Polo Ristorante 

345 Court St. (comer of Union) 

Calf for reservations (718) 852-5015 


The Art of Maki 
Legs Perfect 


Learn Jewelry Making 


k 


■ Intensive course taught by profes- 
sional goldsmith. Design, fabrica- 
tion, soldering, polishing, stone 
setting. Evening / daytime / 
Saturday classes (open to teens). 
Limited to four students per 
class. Torch and Flex-Shaft for 
each student. Fully equipped jew- 
elry studio conveniently located in 
Park Slope - Windsor Terrace. 

Open studio time available. 

718/789-5168 


CARNEVALE GALA 

Friday, Feb. 24 
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You are Keanu 


‘Point Break Live!' drafts audience member 
to play action hero role — with cue cards 



More accurately, he can’t 
do it without a volunteer from 
the audience, who will read 
the lines of Johnny Utah from 
cue cards — to help the re- 
cruit truly embody Reeves’s 
performance in the movie. 

“It’s the most wildly appre- 
ciated work, of all the things 
I’ve done,” Hooks, 35, told 
GO Brooklyn. “It’s also the 
least ambitious, cheapest and 
stupidest.” 

“Point Break” tells the sto- 
ry of undercover FBI agent 
Utah, who attempts to infil- 
trate a gang of bank-robbing 
surfers led by Bodhi 
(Swayze). 

According to Hooks, no ef- 
fort has been spared to recre- 
ate the film’s final monsoon 
scene, and he’ll bring on the 
“indoor rain and wind” to help 
the audience suspend its disbelief. 

“You come to grips with the intensity 
of the [film’s] action in the theater,” said 
Hooks. “You really think you’re in the 

sky falling towards 

the earth, and you 
feel like you’re in 
the ocean. We have 
survival kits to 
help [the audience] 
live the tide a little 
better — enhance- 
ments.” ^^smarttS.com K aTO 

Another — pos- visit www.galapagosan 

sibly nauseating — 

innovation in 

Hooks’s version of “Point Break,” is cast- 
ing the role of Keanu’s girlfriend, Tyler, 
as a 10-year-old girl (played by Green- 
point resident Izzy Abeyta). 

Hooks said he adapted the film for the 
stage with the help of Jamie Keeling, who 


You're the inspiration: Keanu Reeves and 
Patrick Swayze in the original "Point Break." 


deserves the credit for the “you are 
Keanu” angle. Perhaps it isn’t so hard to 
believe that Hooks, also of Greenpoint, 
and Keeling “hatched the idea one drunk- 
evening 


THEATER 


karaoke.” But they 
did, and now 
Brooklyn can also 
enjoy a show that 
has been so warmly 
received in Seattle, 
Minneapolis and 
Olympia, Washing- 
ton, where, accord- 
ing to Hooks, “the 
town mandated” 
the Reeves role be played by “an over- 
weight lesbian. 

“She did a great job.” 

He said that even a man who “barely 
spoke English” gave a “fantastic perform- 
ance” as Reeves. 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 


D irector James Hooks will 
stage his adaptation of 
the Keanu Reeves- 
Patrick Swayze extreme-sports 
blockbuster “Point Break” at 
Williamsburg’s Galapagos Art 
Space, beginning Feb. 10. 

But he can’t do it without 


“It took a long time, because he had 
trouble reading the English, but he had 
the audience eating out of his hand.” 

The volunteer who plays Agent Utah 
does not have to go it alone, however. An- 
other character, called Production Assis- 
tant, helps the novice with his blocking 
and holds the all-important cue cards. 

Hooks says that the audience doesn’t 
appear to shy away from the limelight, so 
he doesn’t have a problem getting a volun- 
teer. He attributes the show’s universal ap- 
peal to “everyone wants to be an action- 
movie star. Even Tony Kushner [the 
‘Angels in America’ playwright] secretly 
wants to be in an ass-kicking Hollywood 
film. 

“I’m wallowing in the muck of pop- 
ulist theater with this one,” Hooks contin- 
ued. “And I hope it doesn’t stain my 
clothing. Really, one thing Seattle could 
teach New York is that people there — 
from the drunk at the bar to the mayor — 
don’t take themselves so godforsakenly 
serious all the time. Certainly, New York 
theater is guilty of that.” 

Although cue cards are available for 
the volunteer. Hooks says the Johnny 
Utah role does entail being on the receiv- 
ing end of a lot of abuse. 

“People are yelling at him and abusing 
him and forcing him to commit armed 
robbery throughout the entire film. 
[‘Point Break Live!’] realistically repro- 
duces this aspect of this movie... He’s 
spat on, teased, and forced to chase peo- 
ple around. Yet people were absolutely 
gung ho to play this role.” 

In real life, Hooks is a bit of a daredev- 
il himself, taking his theatrical adaptation 
of “Point Break” on the road without per- 
mission from the filmmakers. But he’s 
rather pragmatic about the danger. 

“If they sued me, they’d find some 
walnuts, seaweed and an empty bottle of 
orange juice in the fridge,” he said, with 
just a touch of defiance. 

“And the truth is, this is not mocking 
Keanu,” said Hooks. “It’s a really respect- 
ful take. I believe that 90 percent of why 
people don’t achieve their dreams is self- 
inflicted: ‘I couldn’t be an action-picture 
star, because I don’t look good enough, or 
I don’t have the acting chops.’ But every- 
one can act like Keanu. He’s shown us 
that if you believe you can do it, talent is 
secondary to drive and ambition. Every- 
body can be Keanu.” 



Heights Players turn 50 


The Heights Players commemorat- 
ed their 50th anniversary with dinner 
and dancing at Williamsburg’s Gian- 
do on the Water on Saturday. 

Among those celebrating the com- 
munity theater’s landmark year were 
(above) actor John Bourne, the 
group’s oldest member, pictured with 
Fabio Taliercio, who will direct The 
Heights Players’ production of “Wit- 
ness for the Prosecution” this month. 
From March 3-19, Bourne will 
reprise the role of Francis Nurse, 
from “The Crucible,” which he played 
nearly 50 years ago. 

“We were looking for ‘The Cru- 
cible’ because that was the second 
play that the Heights Players ever did 
— in May of ’57 — and that put us 
on the map,” recalled Bourne. “With- 




in three months, the Heights Players 
was incorporated as a nonprofit edu- 
cational group. We started our work- 
shop programs and decided we were 
going to be a residential company in 
Brooklyn.” Also at the event were (at 
right) members Michael and Christine 
Janove; and (left) Heights Players 
President Ed Healy (center) with state 
Sen. Martin Connor and Assembly- 
woman Joan Millman. 

"Witness for the Prosecution" will 
be staged at the Heights Players 
Theater (26 Willow Place at State 
Street in Brooklyn Heights) Fridays 
through Sundays, from Feb. 4-19. 
Tickets are $13 for adults, $10 for 
students, seniors and children. For 
ticket information and reservations, 
call (718) 237-2752. 



BCAT Program Guide 


- What’s on Brooklyn Community Access Television 


Television Production with 
a Brooklyn State of Mind 

By Joy Rivers 

W hat’s in a name? Viewers of Brooklyn Community Access 
Television (BCAT), the borough’s public access channels, are 
now finding out. Since January 17, 2006, all programming on the 
BCAT channels has sported a logo identifying it as either “Brooklyn 
Free Speech TV” programming or “Brooklyn Independent Televi- 
sion” programming. This is part of a new effort by those who 
manage BCAT to clarify for viewers whether the programming they 
are watching originates from the community (Brooklyn Free Speech 
TV) or from BCAT itself (Brooklyn Independent Television). 


BCAT is operated by Brooklyn 
Information & Culture, Inc (BRIC), 
which serves as the Borough’s communi- 
ty access organization. The new logos 
have been launched as part of a five-year 
master plan prepared by BRIC entided 
“Public Access TV in Brooklyn - 
Expanding Its Contribution to the 
Brooklyn Community.” This master 
plan was intended to respond to the 
input of numerous Brooklyn constituen- 
cies, including the suggestions of a 
Community Access Strategic Planning 
panel chartered by Borough President 
Marty Markowitz when he first took 
office. 

“As Brooklyn’s public access organiza- 
tion, we were given a dual mandate: to 
provide meaningful media access to the 
community, and to facilitate and devel- 
op television created with Brooklyn and 
its diverse populations in mind,” said 
Leslie Schultz, BRIC’s Executive 
Director. “Our master plan was designed 
to further both of these vitally important 

The new logos help viewers under- 
stand whether programming they are 
watching emanates from the “access” 
part of the mandate or from the 
“Brooklyn-centric content” part. By 
law, BCAT cannot control the content 
of a program submitted by a communi- 
ty member: programs can be about any- 
thing a local resident deems of 
interest. As a result, the eclectic “Free 
Speech TV” programs on the BCAT 
channels run the gamut from talk shows 
to comedy to home-grown music videos 
to preaching the beliefs of Brooklyn’s 
many denominations. Programs pro- 
duced or sponsored by the community 
now feature the “Brooklyn Free Speech 
TV’ logo. 


Greg Sutton, BCAT’s Executive 
Producer, noted that Brooklyn 
Independent Television already includes 
a number of programs that were devel- 
oped in response to increasing viewer 
demand for Brooklyn-centric television, 
and that other programs are expected to 
be launched as part of implementing the 
master plan. “We currently produce 
Reporter Roundtable, a weekly round- 
table show on Brooklyn issues; BCAT 
SportsTalk, a weekly wrap-up of local 
sports; Brooklyn Review, a bi-weekly 
news magazine; Brooklyn Elected 
Officials, a weekly platform for local 
representatives and their constituents; 
and the Neighborhood Beat series 
featuring eleven of Brooklyn’s diverse 
neighborhoods. These programs, and 
others, like A Date at the Library, which 
is co-produced with the Brooklyn Public 
Library, fall under the moniker of 
‘Brooklyn Independent TV’ Other 
programs, focusing on public health 
issues, business, entertainment, arts and 
culture, are in the works.” 

The master plan also contemplates 
increasing the educational resources 
available to those providing program- 
ming for Brooklyn Free Speech TV. 
“Our community producers are full of 
talent and passion but are often learning 
as they go,” said Sutton. “Sound and 
lights can be problems when you’re 
creating television on a shoe-string 

In January, to help on this front, 
BCAT launched a new educational ini- 
tiative called Brooklyn Center for Media 
Education and Access (BCMEA), 
expanding the number of low-cost 
courses available to the Brooklyn com- 
munity from two to eight classes at a 
median cost of $30. In addition to the 



BCAT clarifies for viewers whether 
the programming they are watching 
originates from the community 
(Brooklyn Free Speech TV) or from 
BCAT itself (Brooklyn Independent 
Television) with new logos. 



two basic television production work- 
shops, new workshops include inter- 
viewing tips, sound, lighting, and 
advanced editing. Brooklynites can also 
learn to become better viewers via a new 
media literacy class and master computer 
basics with a computer literacy class. 

“The launch of BCMEA makes BCAT 
the borough leader in affordable media 
education” noted Sutton. “The eight 
courses that comprise our catalogue of 
classes provide our students with the 
knowledge to develop a first-class skill 
set for an unbelievable price point. You 
could take all eight of our courses for less 
than you would pay for a 3-credit course 
at a public college - and we’ll let you use 
an $8 million television facility for free 
to create a program that will be cable- 
cast, for free, into a potential of 429,000 
households in Brooklyn.” 

BCAT operates from a state-of-the-art 
facility located in the former Strand 
Theater in downtown Brooklyn. 
Programs can be seen on each of 
Brooklyn's two cable franchise systems: 
Time Warner Cable 34, 35, 56, and 57 
and Cablevision 67, 68, 69, and 70, and 
streamed live on the internet at 
www.bcat.tv/bcat. Since 1993, BCAT 
has provided thousands of Brooklyn 
residents and organizations access to 
free channel time, low-cost television 
production training and free equipment 

To request a free BCAT Program Guide 
or a class schedule, email comments@bcat.tv 
or call 718-935-1 122x250. 


Stop by 
and 
say hi 
to your 
new 
neighbor. 

YOUR CHOICE. YOUR CHASE. 

NEW BRANCH NOW OPEN 

8515 5th Ave. 

86th St. & 5th Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 
718.439.5648 

Chase is proud to join 
your neighborhood 
and make better banking 
more convenient than ever. 


CHASE O 
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Sander Hicks 


He serves up bagels, excellent fair-trade coffee 
and controversial books at his Vox Pop coffeehouse 
in Ditmas Park, but does that qualify someone to 
be governor? Maybe not, but he did just win his 
first elected office — president of the Cortelyou 
Road Merchants Association. Now, writer, activist 
and 9-11 critic Sander Hicks is looking for the slight- 
ly more lofty office. Running as a Green Party can- 
didate, Hicks will be taking his "crusade for peace 
and justice" around the state with a Lollapalooza- 
like road show. Our Gersh Kuntzman caught up 
with this beanpole-tall lightning-rod. 



Q: So what is important to you? 

A: Big ideas. Albany should create its own 
public interest venture capital fund. Why 
couldn’t the state give loans to socially con- 
scious companies — like organic farmers, 
wind farms, alternative fuels — in exchange 
for a small equity stake? 

Q: Um, because that's socialism. 

A: No, it’s social capitalism. I’m anti-corpo- 
rate globalism. Jobs are going overseas and 
it’s a race to the bottom. But look at Vox 
Pop. We’re a union shop that sells fair-trade 
coffee. We are the future. 

Q: The future? 

A: Yes, plus, we’re the only place where 
you can get a decent espresso. 

Q: Well, you have one qualification 
for office: You've already tangled 
with Andrea Peyser of The Post and 
come out alive. 

A: She was upset because Vox Pop pub- 
lished “The Big Wedding: 9-11, the Whistle- 
blowers and the Cover-up” [the book ques- 
tions the “official” story of 9-11]. But the 
larger issue is non-violence. As governor, I 
will be pro-Satyagraha. 

Q: Satya-who-ha? You lost me. 


A: It’s a Gandhian term. Some people be- 
lieve that non-violence is weak, but as 
someone who hit a guy, I know. 

Q: You hit a guy? 

A: He was a Nazi at a rally. But after that, I 
went to New Mexico and read Gandhi. Peo- 
ple think non-violence is for crusty hippies 
who smell like patchouli, but Gandhi said 
non-violence works because it doesn’t cre- 
ate a violent reaction. By taking the blows, 
you are showing that you won’t give up on 
your oppressor. It believes in his humanity. 
It’s all applicable to our current situation. 

Q: It doesn't always win elections, 
though. 

A: I’m asking people to take a major shift, 
as Paul Wellstone showed us, you have to 
stick to your values. 

Q: He also had plenty of kitchen- 
table issues. 

A: So do I. Wal-mart destroys mom and pop 
stores. Health-care needs to be universal. 
Who will speak for the masses? 

Q: But the political graveyard is filled 
with the corpses of candidates who 
claimed to "speak for the masses." 

A: Go to hicksforgovemor.com. It’s all 


Parks: We only killed trees 
to save the lives of humans 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

They cut down the forest to save 
some knees. 

Parks Department officials fought back 
this week in the wake of last week’s “Arbor- 
cide!” scandal, saying that city workers cut 
down five trees on Henry Street only after 
determining that they were an imminent 
threat to pedestrians. 

The scandal broke after the owners of 75 
Henry St., where the five 
down last month, 
public with a claim 
that the Parks Depart- 
ment removed perfect- 
ly healthy 

that had been slightly 
damaged during renova- 
tion of the building’s 

P The felled 
alive, Parks officials have 
admitted, but they 
healthy. 

“Those trees suffered 
drastic and catastrophic 
injury,” said Parks Depart- 
ment First Deputy Commis- 
sioner Liam Kavanagh. To bolster his claim, 
Kavanagh released shocking photos to The 
Brooklyn Papers that show the five trees 
leaning perilously. 

“Our forester said these trees were in dan- 
ger of falling, which could injure pedestri- 
ans,” Kavanagh said. “We are in the busi- 
ness of saving trees, not cutting them down, 
but public safety must come first.” 

The construction company, York Restora- 
tion, was not only hit with $5,000 in sum- 


monses for damaging the three ginkoes and 
two London planes, but will be charged 
$1,000 for the removal of the trees and must 
pay hundreds more to plant new trees. 

George York, who owns York Restora- 
tion, held his ground when told of the Parks 
Department’s damage control. 

“There was nothing wrong with those 
trees,” York said. “I hired an arborist, who 
said so, but the Parks people wouldn’t listen. 
This is all a big bamboozle.” 

But Kavanagh fired back, 
slamming York’s arborist, Don 
Venezia, for saying that the 
had suffered virtually no 
damage and could be shored 
up merely with intense fer- 
tilization. 

“We don’t know how a 
certified arborist could 
have missed root damage 
this extensive,” Ka- 
vanagh said. 

“This damage went 
through the entire root 
zone. Anchoring roots, 
nutritional roots, all 
severed.” (Venezia did not re- 
call.) 

York, who is appealing the summonses, 
said he would rip up the just-paved sidewalk 
and confirm that the trees were fine by hir- 
ing a ‘Torensic arborist.” 

“There must be such a thing, right?” he 

Regardless, the building’s management 
vowed to fight on. 

“We’re sticking with what we said: The 
trees were alive and healthy,” said David 
Grillo, manager of the building. “This is not 
the end of this story.” 




A Parks Department photo shows one of five trees that officials 
say were a danger to humans because of massive root damage. 
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Stars come out 
for Marty’s party 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The stars of Brooklyn — and beyond — came out 
for Borough President Markowitz’s coronation cere- 
mony last week at Brooklyn Tech HS in Fort Greene. 

Thousands of well-wishers — and seasoned buffet elbow- 
throwers — cheered Markowitz as he took the oath of office 
from Mayor Bloomberg (although Markowitz promised to 
uphold the laws of “the city of Brooklyn!” rather than the 
“city of New York,” but Bloomberg let him have his day). 

Junior Sen. Hillary Clinton was on hand, as was developer 
Bmce Ratner, whose Atlantic Yards project has enjoyed 
Markowitz’s support from its earliest days. 

“He was invited and very happy to attend,” Ratner’s 
spokesman, Joe DePlasco, told The Brooklyn Papers. “He had 

Hundreds of other Brooklynites shared that sentiment, thanks 
to an open bar (which, in deference to Markowitz’s well-known 
battle of the bulge, dispensed a low-carb white wine in addition 
to other intoxicants) and ample buffet offerings. 

“Man, this place looks like the White House during An- 
drew Jackson’s inauguration!” said one guest, watching mem- 
bers of the multi-racial, multi-girth crowd push their way to 
the food before even taking off their coats. 

In his speech, Markowitz praised virtually everyone who 
made even a passing contribution to Brooklyn life, from that 
guy who drank in 1,000 bars last year to Hollywood star — 
and Boerum Hill head-turner — Heath Ledger. 

He vowed to fight for better health-care for Brooklynites, 
jobs and better schools, but mostly he promised to use his 
second and final term to be what he has always been: a cheer- 
leader for the borough. 

“Brooklyn is where it’s at, baby!” he said. — Kuntzman 


The fighting Irish 
at Beep’s party 



The sisters Hagan at Borough President's Markowitz's 
inauguration last week. 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Call it Sister Act, Brooklyn-style. 

Prospect Heights’s own Hagan sisters gave another show- 
stopping performance this week, when they rained on Borough 
President Markowitz’s inaugural parade with a few feisty jeers. 

Patti and Schelli Hagan have crashed the Borough Presi- 
dent’s annual ball each year since 2004, when the Beep came 
out as chief cheerleader for the borough’s largest and most- 
controversial development, Bmce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards are- 
na and skyscraper project. 

This time, the sisters interrupted a video montage starring 
Net star Vince Carter and the Beep in a team jersey by chant- 
ing “What about eminent domain?” and “What about 
Prospect Heights?” 

Security guards tried to escort the duo out after a woman 
seated nearby whirled around to face them and began shout- 
ing “shut up.” 

Eventually, the guards gave up and left the strong-willed 
sisters to watch their fellow Brooklynites perform. 

“We’re Irish,” said Hagan, “We weren’t going to leave be- 
fore the step-dancers.” — Ariella Cohen 


Marty’s sign absconded with 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Fugheddaboud “Fugheddaboudit.” 

One of Borough President Markowitz’s 
beloved “Leaving Brooklyn: Fugheddaboudit” 
road signs — installed along the Belt Parkway 
to razz drivers as they head out of Brooklyn into 
the wasteland beyond — has been stolen. 

Markowitz said the theft occurred in October, 
but his office hushed it up to discourage the 
“copy-cat” theft of one of the two remaining 
“Fugheddaboudit” signs — one haunting driv- 
ers who exit for the Verrazano Bridge and an- 
other pitying Queens-bound motorists on the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway. 

“Obviously, we’ve ordered a new sign and it 
will be up in a couple of weeks,” the irrepress- 
ible Beep told The Brooklyn Papers. “It will be 
more secure and harder to liberate.” 

Markowitz called on all Brooklynites to 
scour eBay and other Web sites in hopes of 
catching the thief if he tries to resell the sign. 

“Of course, if he starts feeling guilty and 
wants to return it to Borough Hall, he can drop 
it off — no questions asked,” Markowitz said. 

Not only will the pinched placard be re- 
placed, but Markowitz announced that a new 
“Welcome to Brooklyn” sign will be installed 
along the Jackie Robinson Parkway. Starting in 
a few weeks, drivers entering Brooklyn from 
Queens will be greeted with “Brooklyn is in da 
house!” — Gersh Kuntzman 



Words to live by 

The Brooklyn Papers 

At his inauguration last week, Borough President Markowitz handed out booklets contain- 
ing thousands of suggestions for a new Brooklyn slogan that have been received by his of- 
fice. Our personal favorite — “Brooklyn: I’ve got this pain in my back and my rheumatolo- 
gist says it’s nothing. Nothing?! I’m dyin’ here!” — didn’t even make it to Marty’s book. But 
thousands of others did, including some good ones (“Brooklyn is like an everything bagel,” 
“Brooklyn: Nothing meshuga about it,” and “Brooklyn: We ain’t suckers”). But hundreds of 
others should never have even made it to print, as The Brooklyn Papers points out in this 
handy chart of lousy Kings County slogans. 

SLOGAN 

WHY IT'S BAD 

"Brooklyn: Beating the odds" 

Of course we beat the odds. We make them, don't we? 

"Brooklyn: In your face" 

We suppose it beats, "Newark: In your nose." 

"Brooklyn: Come get it!" 

Just make sure you pay for it on your way out. 

"Brooklyn has everything you'd like" 

...except ample street parking 

"Brooklyn is a winner hands down" 

Please keep those hands where we can see them. 

"Brooklyn is much loved" 

Hourly rates available 

"Brooklyn: Let's do it!" 

Hourly rates available 

"Brooklyn: Tell a friend" 

What are we, shampoo? 

"Brooklyn: You'll be back!" 

Isn't that what jilted spouses scream out the window? 

"Brooklyn: From soup to nuts" 

We'll have the matzoh ball, but we'll skip that weirdo 
on the subway. 

"Brooklyn: A great place to live, an 
even harder place to forget" 

Probably because of the dog poop on your sneaker 

"Brooklyn is on fire!” 

No, that was the 1970s. 

"Brooklyn: More bang for the buck" 

No, only when the hookers are running a special. 

"Come see how we've developed" 

Hate to break it to you: they're implants. 

"1 feel all Brooklynized" 

Too bad your HMO won't cover it. 

"Let your Brooklyn out' 

We tried that on the subway and got arrested. 

"Love thy neighbor — in Brooklyn" 

We tried that but got divorced 

"Nothing rhymes with Brooklyn like 

Actually, better rhymes for Brooklyn are "decayed 
skin," "bathtub gin" and "original sin." 

"The welcome mat's out ...So wipe 
you're feet, you're in Brooklyn" 

And while you're at it, spill coffee on our couch, urinate 
on the carpet and throw eggs at our front window. 

"When you're here, you're family." 

No, that's the Olive Garden. 


Coney horses all secure 



Workers move a wooden horse from the B & B Carousell 
into a truck for its ride to an "undisclosed" location. 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Coney Island’s last wooden 
ponies woke up Saturday far 
from the rusting roundabout that 
had always been home. 

For the first time since the famous 
Bishoff and Brienstein Carousell 
moved to Surf Avenue in 1932, its 
hand-carved horses were taken away 
from their 45-foot track. But city offi- 
cials say they’ll be in a new home be- 
fore they even miss the smell of stale 
Crackerjacks and the sound of 
screaming children. 

The McCullugh family sold the 
ride last summer, intending for it to be 
bought, piece-by-piece, by collectors. 
Instead, the city paid $1.8 million for 
it, hoping to re-install it on the Board- 

The ponies were removed from the 
Carousell last week and taken to a 
“secure” location until their new 
home is ready. 

Of the 25 merry-go-rounds that 
once made Coney Island America’s 
premiere amusement spot, the B&B is 
the only one to come out of the 20th 
century alive. 

Its lead horse, outfitted in full body 
armor embossed with a portrait of 
Abraham Lincoln, was carved by 
famed Brooklyn artist, Marcus 
Charles Elions. — Ariella Cohen 


DDDB back online at libraries 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The company that filters Web sites for Manhat- 
tan public libraries has decided that Develop 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn isn’t smut after aU. 

Tech-security company Websense stopped 
cl: s ly ng the DDDB Web site as “adult content” 
this week, aUowing library users to view the 
Prospect Heights activist organization’s blog. 

The reclassification came after computer users 
at the Mid-Manhattan branch of the New York 
Public Library complained that they could not ac- 
cess the angry, but not lewd, site. 


“We had classified the site as ‘adult content’ 
because it was sharing an IP address with a Web 
site that offers adult content,” a spokesperson for 
Websense told The Brooklyn Papers. 

According to the public library, the block-out 
was nothing more than a glitch. 

“And if [a site] is blocked, you can always self- 
certify to visit the site... I mean, if you are an 
adult,” said a cautious library spokeswoman 
Gayle Snible. 

Federal mles require public libraries to use In- 
ternet filters on institutional computers. 
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AGENTS 

“Let us open the door to your new home” 

n BROOKLYN 

LDrnerstnne 

REALTY 


93 Pineapple Walk, Brooklyn Heights, NY 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Ave. N/O, East 9th St. 



shopping & transportation. No 

Call (718) 627-0989 


Bay Ridge 

1 bedroom, new kitchen, bath, 
near all major shopping, 
transportation. Battery Ave. loc. 
$1200 mo. NO BROKERS FEE. 

Call (718)767-3180 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Crown Heights 

Eastern Pkwy. Newly renovated 3BR 

immediately. 1 month sec deposit 
req. Credit check, job check and 
references required. $1250 rented by 

(917)941-3533 A2903 

Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


COMMERCIAL SPACE 



CO-OPS /CONDOS 


Affordable Luxury 

Parkville Promenade Condominium 
@ 702 Ocean Parkway 



15 Luxury Condominiums Tastefully Finished 

appliances, marble baths, hardwood flooring, terraces, video 
Tax Abated- 2 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom units starting in the low $500's 


OPEN HOUSE Every Sunday from 1-4 

or call for a private viewing 



(718) 645-1665 

www.ParkvillePromenade.com 

W29-06 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


BAY RIDGE 

Exclusive. Once in a lifetime opportunity to live in 
the most prestigious condo building on Shore 

and waterfront. 2 year old building w/top of the 
line amenities. Large 2 BR, 2 bath w/large terrace 

Madison Estates • (718) 645-1665 

W51 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Park Slope South 
NEW CONDOS 
Own-A-Home Realty 

718-370-8800 

www.2U23condo.com 


HOUSES 




EMPLOYMENT 



Neighborhood Grill & Bar 


GoodThinas 

HappenEveraay! 

Restoration Plaza Location Opening Soon! 

Applebee's is America's favorite neighborhood 
restaurant. Come join the fun and become part of 
our dynamic team at our newest Brooklyn location! 

Now Hiring All Positions! 

Applebee's Team Members Enjoy: 

•Top Pay and Benefits 
•Support from Management 
•Room To Grow 

•Fun, Neighborhood Atmosphere 

Want something good to happen in your everyday? 

Apply in person daily: Bedford Stuyvesant 
Restoration Plaza • 1 360 Fulton St, Brooklyn 


v.AppleMetroRestaurants.c 


Help Wanted 


NYS LIC Hair Dresser 
Asst for Bklyn Hts Salon 

Requirements: Color application 
experience, great people skills, 4 day 
work week (SAT A MUST), good ener- 
gy level, will train right individual. 

Call (718) 797-3062 

Become a 
Dental Assistant 

Class begins early March 
in Brooklyn. 

1-888-595-3282 ext 21 wo6 


GET PAID TO WAVE! 

Audition to be our famous Ms./Mr. 
Liberty Customized Character. 
Male/Female, energy and enthusi- 
asm a must! No experience neces- 
sary. $8/hr. Call 718-6244)202. 


Flyer Distributors 

2 responsible people needed to 
hand out flyers in busy Brooklyn 
neighborhoods. Great pay! Flexible 
hours! Call Damon for immediate 
interview. 718-369-1900 ext. 237. 
Fax (718) 9654157. 


Wig Stylist 

First Class Mannequin Manufac- 
turer needs a person to train in the 
sticking & styling of wigs & person 
to assist wig stylist. Please call Pat 
@ 718499-5650 or email resume 
to: BBarine@aol.com. A07 


Licensed Hair Dresser 

For busy Park Slope kids hair salon. 
Great salary. Experience with kids, 
great interpersonal skills, energy 
and patience a must. Classes avail- 

3 (718) 369-4700 A06 


Help Wanted 


Retail Sales Assoc. 



jobs@olababy.com. AQ7 


Real Estate Sales 

New Year! New Company! Kick your 
RE Career into high gear! Training, 
Support, rentals, Sales, Techno- 
logy, & Marketing. We're so busy. 
Need dedicated, professional 
agents. Hiring for Bay Ride and Park 
Slope. Call Danielle at (917) 673- 
6302. 


Financial Planners 

MetLife, a worldwide leader in the 
rapidly growing field of financial 
services has an outstanding career 
opportunity in the Bay Ridge area. 
We have many households in the 
area that need the attention of a 
financial services representative. 
Paid training. Please call (718) 
567-3104 and ask for Michael 
Perinelli. Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company, 200 Park 
Avenue, New York, NY 10166. EOE. 

A06 

Painters/Plasterers 

Needed for Hallway Project. 
Roll, brush, and spray experi- 
ence required. Contact Jim @ 

(646) 210-1311 



For further information, call: Lorraine Ferretti at 1-800-543-9217. 
Nobody in the world sells more real estate than RE^IdtiK 


LEGAL NOTICE 



^ACCOUNTANTS 

& TAX SERVICES 


Rfi To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 



71 8-788-391 3 B29 37 


Bookkeeping 
Payroll 
Income Taxes 
Document Preparation 

Bensonhurst Office 

A. DiMartino, Accountant 

(718)372-4730 W51 


SERVICES & 
MERCHANDISE 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Auto Services 


Sell Your Car On eBay!!! 

Via World of Wheelz Network. We do 
all the work necessary. I come to you. 
Check our eBay ID: World of Wheelz. 
Great Results. Fast Service. Top $$. 

Call (718) 510-3692 


Computers 


Global Network 
Solutions 

www.gnetsol.net 917-204-9011 
MCSE/CNE/CCNA/CCSE CERTIFIED 


Repair/Upgrade Computers 


Magic Auto 
Sounds & Security 

Prof Installation Guaranteed 
Real Deal in Custom Works 
Nav Systems, Mobil TV, VCR, etc. 

2 LOCATIONS: 

(718) 296-8040 Ozone Park 
(718) 805-7508 Richmond Hill 


Bed & Breakfast 



An Inviting Friendly and Relaxing 
Place to be while visiting Brooklyn, 
New York. A home away from home. 

(718) 434-7628 

See us at 


Only $30 Wireless/Router/Firewall/DSL 

Network Setup/Cable Wiring AE29-9 


Instruction 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 

7 iT-768-3804 2 


Merchandise For Sale 


Gifts For All Occasions 

10% off Candles, Lamps, Collectables, 
Home & Garden Decor, Aromather- 
apy, Sculptures, outdoor water fountains. 
All orders shipped within 48 hours. 

(917) 656-6246 

www.bsgiftshop.com 



Computers 


For Fast Computer relief. Call 


DOCTOR 

DATA 


THANKAS 

Buddhist hand paintings from 
Nepal. Individually hand painted on 

ver and gold dust for vivid colors. 
Call Ram @ (646) 202-3989 & (718) 
826-9416. 

E-mail: ram_niloo@hotmail.com A14 


We make house and office calls to 

computer. Also installs network. Our 15 
yrs of exp. will solve your computer 

and we guarantee our work. Call for a 
free phone consultation. 

718-998-DATA 





http://www.drdata.com 


catch 

com? 

Call the TECH VET! 

House Calls • Pick Up • Drop Off 

Cleanup / Backup* 

‘original software required 

646-932-3744 

PC & MAC Specialist UFN 


purchased at ABC Carpet . Leather 

rugs. Must sell. Asking $2800. Call 
Mary Ellen @ (71 8) 748-1 881 . A06 


Merchandise Wanted 


„ Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

* LOOKING TO BUY 


ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Pet Services 


Boarding Dogs 
in My Home 

Not confined to cages. Large yard. 
Reasonable Prices. Love them as my own. 

Call (718) 373-3963 
10am-7pm A13 


Immigration Physicals 


Christ will return soon 
EXCELSIOR MEDICAL GROUP 

To Isaiah far unto us a Child is bom, unto us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder. And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
The Mighty God, The Everlasting father, the Prince of Peace. - Isaiah 9:6 

Jean Robert Romulus, MD 
Civil Surgeon 
Providing complete physical 
examinations for immigrants 

Mon-Fri: 9am-7pm; Sat: 9am-5pm 
EXCELSIOR MEDICAL GROUP 
1428 Flatbush Ave. 

(bet. Farragut Rd & Glenwood Rd) 

Brooklyn, NY 11210/ (718) 434-2900 

But thou, Bethelem Ephratah through thou Be little among the thousand, of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall be come forth unite Me that is to be Ruler in 
Israel, Whose going forth has been from Old to Everlasting - Micah 5:2 






To advertise in 

The Brooklyn Papers Classifieds 
please call (718) 834-9350 


boklyn 

Papers 


ATTORNEYS 


To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Graft P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Free banl 
consultati 

with 

Richard A. Klass, Esq. 

offM 


it you neea a new siari, m 
call Richard Klass today. 1 

18) COURT-STl 

(718)268-78781 

jfl Richard A. Klass, Esq. | 


EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES 
•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS 
Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs 
188 Montague Street, 5th Floor 
(718) 858-4250 
C# "We fight hard for you!” 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 

Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 


800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, 1 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 
* free consultation 



REAL ESTATE 

ATTORNEY 

Hugo Salazar 

Attorney at Law 

Over 1 0 Years Handling 
Real Estate Closings 

(718] 230-1234 

261 4th Ave. in Park Slope 



LANDLORD-TENANT Matters 

• Closings • Bankruptcy 
• Low-interest mortgages 
• Free consultation 

David E. Brookstone 

Attorney at Law 

718-643-0006 

32 Court Street, #1107 
www.davidbrookstoneatty.com 


Lewis & Hand 

Attorneys at Law 

45 Main Street, Suite 818 
DUMBO • 718.243.9323 

Real Estate • Wills • Trusts 
Free initial consultations 


Accidents 


• Auto/Bus/Train 

• Trips & Falls 

• Construction Accidents 

• Wrongful Death 

• Building / Stairs 

• Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Truck Accidents 


Arthur Unterman 
(718) 643-4000 

26 Court St., #1806 
Brooklyn, NY 


718-858-2525 


Are you 


OVERWHELMED 


By your debt? Have you considered 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 

111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.com 


LEGAL NOTICE 
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^HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 



AWARD WINNING LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 


• Expediting Approvals & Permits 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 1 1217 

TEL (71 8) 596-2379 

FAX (71 8) 596-2579 
EMAILfelix63@aol.com 


Bathrooms & Kitchens 


ONE DAY 
BATH SOLUTIONS 

Expert bathtub and tile 
reglazing, restores like new! 


«alloi 


(866) 399-TUBS 


Chimney Service 


Unique Chimney & 
Fireplace Repairs 


(347) 21 8-2796 
(718) 774-3331 • (917) 287-2 
www.chimfireglow.con 


Cleaning Svc Avail 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

Office • Residential • General 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 




KNOCKOUT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS, 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 
Lie#: 1065708 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 


A.K. Azad Cons. Co. 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

Continuing two generations of fine 
craftsmanship in the downtown 
Brooklyn area. 

Specializing in all phases 
of interior renovations 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting • Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HIC1099974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 

A07/1 2/29-41 


Picadely 

Construction Corp. 


(917) 714-7755 - Jimmy 


Chris Mullins 
General Contracting 


Dormers • Extensions • Windows 
Waterproofing 

e 7^276-8558^ 




BERGEL DESIGN 
BUILDERS CORP. 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

rical • Sheetrock 
inting • Molding 
es • INSURED 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 

Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 

ELECTRICAL 
LI7L CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 
COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL 

No Job Too Small 
Family Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718) 966-4801 B2911 

ALECTRA INC. 

electrical problem? 


Have 

No job too big , no job toi 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


Exterminators 


TERMITE, RODENT & INSECT 
CONTROL SPECIALISTS 

Residential • Commercial 

"Safest Methods Used" 

USA EXTERMINATORS 

718-832-0900 

A Service Company 
You Can Depend On 

Licensed & Insured 

$ 1 0 Off Any Service 
W ith This Ad 


Floor Maintenance 


SUPREME FLOORING 


1 (877) 499-2500 ^ 

FLOORS L&L WHITE FLOOR 


(718) 485-9865 
(718) 415-3536 A13 

D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 


Fully Guaranteed. 7 Days Service. 

718-720-2555 

Mr. Hardwood Flooring 

Installation • Scraping • Sanding 


References available upon request 

Call Mike (917) 881-1728 

For Russian (347) 432-8548 


You bring us the idea, 
we'll bring you a kitchen 


i a 

- T. 


2367 60th Street (near McDonald Ave.) 
www.nagad.com • (718) 382-7200 


Floor Maintenance II Locksmith 


- J4.ce floors - 


Floor installation. Borders & patterns 
:eramic tiles & bathroom renova 
tions, plastering & painting. 

(718) 363-2593 Office 
(347) 291-3649 Cell 

FREE ESTIMATES 


BILL’S FLOORS 

WOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST 
Refinishing 

Resurfacing • Installations 

718-238-9064 


30 Years Experience 
FREE ESTIMATES 


E & S Professional 
Wood Care 

Floor Sanding • Paint Stripping & 
Wainscotting • Window Frames 

Emerald 

(347) 451-7982 (71 8) 345-51 30 


Gardening 


■ Prepare your Garden 
! ■ ™ for Next Season! 
Garden Service 
Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Fall Maintenance - Cleanup 
Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


b ^ ELECTRICAL ^ 
Brownstone Brooklyn Only 

91T202"l23^ fi: -v^' ■ 


CALL NED 

Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


Home Improvement 


S&D 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

lg, Int/Ext Painting 


She 

tom made kitchens cabinets, vanity 
more. No Job too small. Clean wo 
Lie & Insured #11H7276. 

718-998-1110 




"DECORATOR FOR A DAY” 

Will uniquely transform your 
living space 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


“Wei.® 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 




We do last minute jobs 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 

padded Free. Courteous, reliable 
service. Weekends avail., packing 


(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 
Howard Beach, NY 11414 


H. 


Iciintaln ini vers 

"athletic guys moving 
everything on short notice" 
DOT # T-12094 • Local/Long Distance 

718-544-1973 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


and Reliable 

2149 E. 72nd St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 



■S UrJSHWJE 

painting 

co. 

NYS Registered 1974 
LIC# 0933304 
Int./Ext. • Comm./Resid. 

MASTER @ PLASTER 
DRYWALL • SKIM COAT 
sunshinepaintingny.com 
Call Anton 

toil free866-748-6990 

B.B.B. + Rating! Lowest Prices! 



* N0 HEAT... NO PROBLEM 

We’ll Start Your Boiler 

• Thermostats • Circulator Pumps 

• flquastats • Pilot or Electronic 

• Zone Valves Ignition etc. 

Boilers & Water Heaters Sales & Installations 

Ron: 917-578-8490 / Joseph: 718-382-7648 



£ 


rofessionaC 
aiming 

Restore old surfaces. 
Benjamin Moore Paints used. 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper removal. 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 9212932 


fisri Finishing Touch 

|i-*[ PAINTING 


• Specializing in Faux Finishing 

Call (718) 332-7041 


[I 


Decorative Surfaces ■ Paperhangins 
FREE ESTIMATES / FUUY INSURED 

www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 

W35/38/42/29-24 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


L.J. Low Cost 
Piping & Heating 

Bath Tubs • Water Heaters 
Toilets • Kitchen Sinks 
Boilers • Heating Problems 

SAVE WATER! SAVE MONEY! 


:r supplies 


e parts. OR 209 


DISCOUNT on i 

Professional - Reliable - Affordable 
Warranty on all Jobs 

Mr. James 

(718) 953-8787 / (917) 601-0014 
250A Brooklyn Ave. 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


All About 

Plumbing & Heating 

Great & Reliable Work 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Call Boris 
(718) 332-2379 
or (917) 609-1431 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 

Ask for Fitz 


Quality 

Plastering/Painting 

For all your plastering 
& painting needs. 

Interior/Exterior. Free Estimates 

Call Conrad 

(917) 723-1052 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
«* IT) Plumbing H B 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 


718-646-4540 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL. 




Do It The SAFE "Cool" Way 

CRYSTAL ROOFING 

1-718-238-9433 

Mention this ad for $200 off 
any complete roofing job 
of a 1,000 sq.ft, or more 

Shingle Roofs Also Installed 
NYC DCA# 1133009 


BENSON HOME IMPROVEMENT AND ROOFING 

13 Year Guarantee 

Residential & Commercial • Fully Insured, Free Estimates 


Rubbish Removal 


AAA PLUS SERVICES INC. 
- Spring Cleaning Special - 



FREE Estimates 
917-533-8306 


DJ Rubbish 

Removal Services 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 

• Basements • Broumstones 

• Yards, Construction Debris 
• Constainer Service Available 
A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST 

(718) 493 2605 • (347) 739-0463 
Fully licensed & insured / All major credit cards 
djaysrubrem@netzero.com 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


n 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


ASK US HOW WE BEAT 
F MOST WRITTEN ESTIMATES 
JUST CALL US! 




ox Delivery And Estimates • NO CHARGE For Last Minutes Moves 
ental Pads And Bubble Wrap • NO CHARGE For Crating 
lileage • NO CHARGE For Additional Stops 

• NO CHARGE For Pianos 

iands of satisfied customers. Open 24 hours, 7 Days a Week. 
js. Fully Licensed & Insured / Dot T34498 / ICC MC 508964 


'Every MOVE is a Me 


Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 

(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718-893-4006 



Rubbish Removal II Tree Service 


i 


icrtdalSt 


(866) MR-RUBBISH 

6 7 - 7 8 2 2 4 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
Ith year with The Brooklyn Papers 

m0»B 


Tiles for Sale 

We have a full line of porcelain 
ceramic, marble, granite, etc. 
for sale at competitive prices! 

(718) 771-0258 


John 

Costelloe 


Plumbing and T 


Fax # (718) 987-3935 


I b 


m 

Installations of 
All Ceramic Tile, 
^ Marble, etc. 
a Custom & 

TK Commercial 


4|| Sunshine 

'T Land & Tree, Inc. 

Tree Removal and Pruning 
Land clearing, stumps ground 
Licensed & Insured 

718627-1014/516-546-5447 



Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Bore 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


/^7T// 

Recapture the original beauty of 
your fme architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 

removers and finishes. Careful consid- 


Get 

Results! 

Advertise in Brooklyn's 
Only FULL COLOR 
Home Improvement Section 

Call (718) 834-9350 
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iversary 


All wines in the store* 


and you £ et 


All sparkling and 
fortified wines 




* ^ j v;’ 

_ - - • 


\ . - m m ' ? 

15% OFF ALL* BOXED WINE SETS 




Sale ends February 28, 2006 




wW 


Discovery 
Wines 2-Pack 

Two wines you should not miss 


ses 


Mixed or Straight 


Featured 

3-Packs 


Best Buy 4-Pack 

Our best buys of the month, 
each under $10 


Wine tastings every Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday 


211 Fifth Avenue • Park Slope 

(between Union & President Sts.) 

Open: Mon-Sat: 10 am -10 pm, Sun 12 -8 pm 

www.redwhiteandbubbly.com • (718) 636-WINE 


Fine Wines • Great Spirits 
No Attitude! 

* does not include sparkling wines, fortified wines or liquor 



